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5

Saint MARTIN OF TOURS
(Savaria circa 316 – † Candes 397)

Saint Martin was born around 316 in the city
of Savaria, now Szombathely. His father, who
served in the Roman legion, received land as
credit for his achievements and the family moved
to the Italian town of Ticinum (now Pavia).
Following his father’s wish, Martin entered the
legion at 15, but his life took an unexpected turn
in Amiens (France) when he gave up half of his
cloak to warm up a beggar shivering of cold.
Soon, Christ appeared in his dream, wearing
the same cloak, and told Martin he did a good
deed. Martin then left the army, was baptised and
started to spread the word of Christ. He visited
his parents who had returned to Savaria, and
baptised his mother. Returning to Italy, Martin
lived as a hermit and later travelled to promote

religion and organise religious communities. He
left the Christian communities and monasteries he founded to his disciples. In 371, Martin
was proclaimed Bishop of Tours. Humble by
nature, he hid in a stable to avoid the station
he was erected to by the community, but the
noise made by geese gave him away (background
to Martin’s feast goose tradition). More than 80
years old, Martin died in 397 in Candes (now
Candes St Martin). His body was transported on
the Loire River to Tours where he was buried on
11th November (St Martin’s Day). Martin became
a protector of Franks and the Gaul, his cult having spread over the entire Christian world. Over
3000 European settlements, nearly 500 of them
in France, are named after Martin of Tours.

INTRODUCTION
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Over the last few years, the 21st century tourism
saw the rise of a certain type of religious, cultural,
engaged and ecological offer − the religious tourism. Religious tourism exceeds the role that hiking
plays in acquiring new knowledge and preserving
one's health. It is much more than a mere quick
visit to the city sights as is often the case with tourists who travel by buses. Spiritual travelling brings
relaxation for the body and mind, clears thoughts
and decreases inner stress in a world where human
values are constantly put to the test.

either start or end in the city. The routes are dotted with churches and other sights related to the
life of Saint Martin.
To promote the life and main values of Europe's
most popular saint, Martin of Tours, the European Council in 2005 proclaimed the route connecting Szombathely in Hungary and Tours in France
a European Cultural Route. The guide represents a
section of the route connecting Szombathely, Hungary, and Zreče, Slovenia.

Szombathely, the birth place of Saint Martin,
maintains the cult of the holy bishop and establishes bonds with European cities connected to
his life. From 2003 to 2007, Szombathely initiated
the arrangement of seven pilgrim's routes, which

Starting at the west of Hungary, at the Chapel of
Saint Martin in Szombathely, the trail leads to the famous church in Ják and then through spruce forest
along the bank of River Raba to Körmend. Then it
continues through forests, fields and old orchards,
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along the hilly terrain of Vasi-hegyhát area, turns
towards the Pusztacsatár church and then descends
into the Zala River valley. From the Zalalövő hamlet,
the path waves across the hills of Őrség area through
forests, meadows and small, quiet villages. Soon, it
crosses the symbolic border dividing Hungary and
Slovenia (Slovenia being independent since 1991)
at village Kercaszomor in the Mala Krka valley. The
trail reaches Murska Sobota after crossing the picturesque land of Goričko and Prekmurje, with villages, churches, chapels, road crosses and vineyards
scattered along the road. Crossing the River Mura,
the trail follows one of the largest and most diverse
areas of Slovenia − Lower Štajerska. From Slovenske gorice to Maribor, it runs along woods, meadows, fields, farm houses, chapels, scenic view spots
and vineyards. A proper mountain trail then leads

to the church of St Urban. After tasting local wines,
pilgrims can carry on over a ridge overgrown with
beech forest until they reach River Drava. Once
leaving Maribor, the trail runs along the north edge
of Pohorje, crosses the lowlands of Dravsko polje
and the hills of Slovenske gorice, turns towards the
Vurberg castle and arrives to the next stop − the
historical town of Ptuj. From the famous pilgrim's
church of Ptujska Gora, the route leads across a
hilly forest terrain. A tourist mountain trail runs
from Slovenska Bistrica across the picturesque waterfall valley to the south side of the Pohorje mountains until one reaches Veliki vrh. A hilly road then
leads along beautiful Alpine meadows and forests
to Oplotnica. A short picturesque trip is all that is
left to reach the final point of the route described
in the guide − the town of Zreče.

THE Szombathely−murska sobota SECTION
Information about the route, accommodation, sights and
certificate of achievement stamps: www.viasanctimartini.eu
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The tour starts in Szombathely, a city in
western Hungary and administrative
centre of the Vas County.
Savaria (since the 3 rd century also
named Sabaria), the ancient name for
Szombathely, is of Celtic origin. After
the Romans conquered the area west of
the Danube in late 1st century BC, Pannonia
became a Roman province in 10 AD. In 43
AD, the military camp situated at the location
of today’s Szombathely was granted the rights
of a city. Around 105 AD, during the reign of
Trajan, Savaria became the centre of Upper
Pannonia. Born in the city of Savaria in 316,
Bishop Saint Martin is now worshipped throughout the entire Christian world. Led by Charles
the Great (768–814), Franks defeated the Avars,
erecting a Steinamanger (“a stone on a field”)
at the place of the future town of Savaria. The
ruler of Franks submitted the area to the Salzburg
Diocese only to fall back into the Hungarian

hands as a dowry the Bavarian Duke Henry II
gave to his daughter Gisella (985–1065) when
she married King Stephen I of Hungary. By the
15th century, Szombathely was a wall-protected
market town. In 1578, the church chapter and
county centre were transferred from Vasvár to
Szombathely due to Turkish threats. Thanks to
Bishop János Szily (1777–1799), known as “the
second builder of the city”, Szombathely, which
had become the centre of the new diocese by the
late 18th century, turned not only into a religious
but also a spiritual and cultural centre. By the
late 19th century, it had evolved into an important
railway junction as one of the most developed
industrial, market and military cities in western
Hungary. The development came to a halt during
WWI, and the city lost its status with the Treaty
of Trianon. Since 1990, Szombathely has shown
signs of new progress, having become a popular
destination with many events attracting tourists,
one of them being the Feast of Saint Martin, a
patron of the city.

The Jade Road Section

Statue of Bishop János Szily
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The European Cultural Route of Saint Martin
of Tours, starting in Szombathely, leading
through Slovenia and ending in Tours, France, is
a pilgrim’s route which starts at a symbolic footprint of the famous bishop worshipped as a saint,
which is laid on the steps of St Martin Chapel.

Cemetery view of St Martin's Church tower

The history of the Church and the Chapel
of St Martin featuring an onion-shaped dome,
the former Dominican monastery and antique
cemetery goes back into the 1st century. There,
the body of St Quirinus, who died a martyr in
Savaria for his religious beliefs, was laid to rest
in 303 AD. Having conquered the area west from
the Danube in the early 9th century, the Franks,
who worshipped the Savaria-born Bishop Saint
Martin as their protector, proclaimed Savaria a
centre of duchy and erected a church around
860 AD above the remains of St Quirinus grave
chapel standing at the place of the old Christian
cemetery. Legend has it that the stones from the
church dedicated to the cult and personality of
Saint Martin once belonged to the house where
the Bishop was born. In the time of the Árpád
Dynasty, a new, wooden church was built in the
place of the old one, followed by the erection of
a brick building featuring an arched presbytery

which was renovated in Late-Gothic style in the
early 13th century. By that time, the St Martin village had formed around the church, falling under
the Szombathely administration only in the late
19th century. The St Martin Chapel, allegedly built
where the house of Martin’s birth used to stand, is
probably from the 15th century. In 1638, the Bishop
of Győr donated the church, which had been renovated for many years, and its entire property to
the Dominicans.
Today’s Baroque church was erected around
1670 thanks to the generosity of Countess
Erzsébet Batthyány (1619–1674). The monastery was disassembled around 1780, but the
Dominicans started to renovate the both monastery and St Martin Church and Chapel in
1790. The church underwent the next extensive
remodelling in 1930s, having been restored to a
parish church. The entrance was extended and
the western part of the building attached to the
monastery. Today, the complex is operated by
the parish which opened the St Martin Visitor’s
Centre in 2007.
The oldest object in Saint Martin Church,
a statue of Virgin Mary standing at the main
altar’s presbytery, was probably saved from the
old church before its reconstruction in the 17th
century. The Dominicans believe the statue to
have miraculous properties. A niche above the
18th century Baroque altar houses a statue of
Martin of Tours with a shepherd’s crook and a
goose at his feet, reminding the visitors of the
legend. The 19th century reliquary placed under

The Well of Saint Martin

the altar stores a fragment of Saint Martin’s finger bone. The symbol of the European Cultural
Route of Saint Martin of Tours is a bronze footprint of Saint Martin which was laid on the
Chapel’s steps in 2005.
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Statue of Saint Martin on the chapel altar
Today, the monastery houses
the St Martin Visitors Centre

The bronze composition of statues located
above the Saint Martin’s Well at the square
in front of the church, a work by István Rumi
Rajki from 1983, depicts a scene of Saint Martin
returning to Savaria and baptising his mother
with the water from the well. The first written
record of the Well dates from 1360, proving that
the legend has survived many centuries.

The church main entrance and the Well of Saint Martin

The reliefs found on two stone benches nearby
show objects (a cloak cut in half, army helmet,
sword and a beggar’s bowl) representing the
turning points in Martin’s life.

A set of statues on the Well of Saint Martin
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The old well under an ornamented well lid

The St Martin Cemetery, which is not only
one of the oldest cemeteries in Hungary but in
all of Europe, stretches along the north church
wall. The size of this former Old Christian cemetery was gradually reduced over the centuries.
The route starts at the Road of St Martin, turning right into Vörösmarty Mihály and then left,
continuing down the street of Kisfaludy Sándor.
At this point, the path crosses the Wesselényi
Miklós Street featuring a majestic building of
the Savaria museum. The museum is entered
at the north side, from the Deák-liget Park. A
relief exhibited in the park shows Saint Martin
contemplating hermitage, and the popular story
about how he became a bishop. After crossing
the Gyöngyös Creek, the path turns left, again
reaching the St Martin Street where it turns right.
The (Franciscan) Church of St Elizabeth stands
on the left, right at the beginning of the street.

Church of Saint Elizabeth

Initially a gothic building, the Church of St
Elizabeth assumed its present image after the
restoration in the 17th century. In the early 14th
century, a chapel stood in its place and a hospital for poor people was operated nearby. After
the plague had devastated Europe from 1347
to 1950, claiming 25 million lives according
to some estimates, the place remained vacant.
The Győr Bishop Kálmán, son of King Robert,
invited the Franciscan Monks to renovate the
abandoned hospital. The monks tore the chapel
down and built a single-nave Gothic church and
a monastery, both dedicated to Saint Andrew.
The Győr bishop István Sennyey suggested for
the complex, which was demolished during
Turkish invasions, to be restored and resettled
by Franciscans, and consecrated the new church
and monastery in 1643. The presbytery and supporting pillars were spared when the church was
restored in the Baroque style, and it is now one
of the major Gothic monuments in Szombathely.
In 1953, a new wing was added at the eastern
side, later home to the Franciscan seminary of
Town Trnava which fell under Slovakia with
the Treaty of Trianon. Until 1989, the facility
was operated by the Centre of Visually Impaired,
and was returned to Franciscans in 1990, who
founded the Boarding School of Saint Francisco.
An image of Saint Martin handing his cloak
to a beggar is attached to the steel pillar in the
Savaria square. A sculpture made by László
Koller shows a rarely depicted scene from the
saint’s life.
For centuries, the main square (Fő tér) has
been a focal spot of Szombathely, the central market and venue of major fairs. The former guard
tower brought down in 1837 featured a gilded
image of Saint Martin. The fountain preserves a
memory of the former public well. One of the
stops at the St Martin Route in Szombathely is
located at the city tower mosaic, next to the Holy
Trinity Monument by Tibor T. Takács.
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Szombathely’s main market

When turning left along the Neo-Romanesque
monument of the Holy Trinity, crossing the
Bejczy István Street, one arrives to Lapidarium
Iseum.

The route reaches the Berzsenyi Dániel Square

On the other side of the Rákóczi Street
stands a mighty structure built in the eclectic Romanesque style, a synagogue with two
onion-shaped domes, an ornamented front and
coloured bricks. The 1880 building has been used
as a concert hall since 1975, the Bartók Hall’s
acoustics being one of the best in Hungary.

Lapidarium Iseum, the interior

Iseum is one of the important Roman monuments, which features the remains of an ancient
temple dedicated to goddess Isis. The Roman
Empire officially encouraged the worshipping
of the Egyptian goddess, so the centre of Savaria,
located along the Jade Road, was probably an
important cultural centre not only in Pannonia
but also in all eastern provinces. The remains of
the temple were uncovered between 1955 and
1963 (and later), and the city dedicated nearly
2 billion forints for the complete restoration
of the Iseum, which took place between 2008
and 2012. The place of worship was renovated,
a museum set up, a tourist office built and the
entire area restored.

From the main square, the path leads by
the Szegedy House built in 1786 for canon
János Szegedy and later occupied by the
Premonstratensians, finally reaching the István
Széchenyi Street. At the south of Dániel Berzseny
square near the Diocese Palace stands the Parish
House, and the József Mindszenty Square and a
cathedral are found at the north side. A sculpture by Gábor Veres stands in front of the
cathedral. The composition includes seven signposts pointing to various local sights related to
the Saint Martin Route. On the other side of the
square, in front of the Eölbey House, stands a
statue of Bishop János Szily.
A statue of Dániel Berzsenyi (1776–1836)
rests at the centre of the square.
The 16th century Late-Baroque two-storey
Diocese Palace in the Berzsenyi Dániel Square
was built upon the initiative of the first leader

(1716–1794). Sallo Terreno, the first national
archaeology museum, was founded by János
Szily based on the remains dug during the construction works, e.g. Roman plaques, statues etc.
Its walls are painted in scenes from the ancient
Roman period and Savaria.
14

The Diocese Palace

to the independent Szombathely Diocese established by Maria Theresa, János Szily (1735–1799),
who was named bishop by Pope Pius VI. (1777).
The seminary and cathedral were built during
the Bishop’s term. A statue of a sitting Szily was
erected in 1909 to commemorate him for establishing a diocese centre and enriching the city with
numerous monumental buildings. The statue
stands in front of House Eölbey, a provost palace built between 1796 and 1800 by canon János
Eölbey (1759–1820). The Diocese Palace, seminary, cathedral and House Eölbey were designed
by a Viennese architect and master in Classical
Late-Baroque architecture Menyhért Hefele

The Berzsenyi square and Mindszenthy square

The cathedral

The most prominent building in Square
Mindszenty is the two-dome cathedral, the third
largest church in Hungary, which can take up to
5,000 visitors. The major Classical Late-Baroque
work of Menyhért Hefele, built between 1791 and
1814, was actually completed by his assistant
György Anreith (1750–1823). The foundation
stone for the great Latin-cross shaped church
in front of the Diocese palace and seminary was
laid to commemorate the Annunciation on 29th
August 1791. The cathedral was completed in
1814. On 4 March 1945, most valuable items
in the cathedral were destroyed in an aerial
bombing by the Allied Forces. The building was
quickly restored − in September 1974, it was consecrated in front of a large crowd by Cardinal
and Esztergom archbishop József Mindszenty

(1892–1975), while the interior restoration is
still in progress.

Fragment of beautiful frescoes in the Bishop’s Palace

The domes rest above the crossing of the main
church nave, arched presbytery and side naves,
while the sacristy and Chapel of Virgin Mary are
found near the presbytery. The church features
an altar image of Saint Martin at the north wing
of the cross-shaped nave, the 1791 Maulbertsch
painting of Saint Martin, and a relic of the holy
bishop placed in the reliquary of a bust donated
to Szombathely by the Archbishop of Tours in
1913. The new organ in the cathedral was first
played on St Martin’s Day in 1999.
The two-storey Late-Baroque 1780 seminary north to the cathedral, jointly designed
by János Szily and Menyhért Hefele, was built
first among the monumental buildings located
along the Mindszenty square, having started to
serve its purpose only as late as 1790. In the same
year, the Antala Siessa printing house found its
place on the square and operated here as the first
Szombathely printing house from 1787 to 1790.

Wall painting in the old seminary chapel

It became famous for printing the letters (1794)
which Kelemen Mikes wrote during his time spent
in Turkish captivity. One of the seminary chapels is dedicated to St Martin and St Quirinus.
Another chapel features an extensive wall picture showing the life of Saint Martin.
Set up in 1884, when the building was
extended, the roomy Neo-Renaissance church
county library at the 1st floor is still open to visitors, decorated with paintings by Ferenc Storno
(1821–1907).
The route exits the square, leading down the
Vár köz Street. At the tree of János Szily, dedicated to linden trees from the old bishop’s
garden which was dismantled to build the cathedral (1791), it turns left towards the Járdányi
Paulovics István Lapdarium.
The Lapidarium connects the city with
the former Roman town of Savaria, with the
remains of early Middle Ages castle also found in
the area. The remains were uncovered from 1937
to 1938, and the excavation was supervised by
archaeology professor István Járdányi Paulovics.
Part of the uncovered remains (place of worship dedicated to the Roman god Mercury, toll
station, public spa, kilns) and of the Jade Road
date from the period between the 1st and 4th century. The most valuable finding is a fragment of
a beautiful, early 4th century mosaic floor from
the former governor’s palace. The pottery district artefacts have been exhibited since 2001 as
part of the permanent exhibition.

Mosaic tiling in the Lapidarium
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The route continues to the Kiskar Street,
crossing the Perint Creek bridge at the right
side, behind the service station. The plaque and
bronze bishop’s pallium on the bridge commemorate the death of martyr Bishop Quirinius. Around
303 AD, the Romans hung a millstone around
his neck and threw him into the creek for refusing to renounce his religion. From the bridge, the
Óperint street on the other side of the intersection leads to the evangelical church built in the
Neo-Romanesque style in 1896, from where one
can follow one of the oldest city paths down the
Kálvária Street named after the Stations of the
Cross which marked the route connecting the city
and the chapel on top of the hill until the late
19th century. Down this very road, Quirinus was
taken to the Sibaris Creek (Perint) after being sentenced to death in the Roman amphitheatre. The
route crosses the Jókai Street featuring a 1929

monument dedicated to the 83rd Szombathely
Infantry Regiment standing in front of the staircase leading uphill. From the promenade in
Szent István Park designed in the late 19th century, the path connects with the Saint Martin
Pilgrimage Route which comes from the Rajka–
Kőszeg direction and is marked by . Turning
right, the route leads to the open-air museum
(Vasi Falumúzeum), which presents the county’s architectural heritage. The Saint Martin Fair
is organised here every November.

Outdoor village museum in the Vas County

The
marks, which mark the route up to
the Slovenian border, lead the traveller to the
church on top of the Calvary Hill towards the
European Route of Saint Martin reception point
− the Martineum.
The first written record of the Calvary in
Szombathely (Kálvária) dates from 1730. The

The evangelical church

The Calvary Hill
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The Calvary Church

Following the yellow blazes from the Hosszú erdő forest

two-tower Calvary Church on top of the hill
was remodelled several times, the last time in
1901. After building a Carmelite nunnery (the
religious order founded by hermits from Mt
Carmel in Palestine), which was built nearby in
1906, Szombathely Bishop Dr. István Konkoly
founded a Catholic Seminary in 1992, which
has, since 2001, been operated under the name
of Martineum Felnőttképző Akadémia. At the
reception point, a wall map of Europe shows
the entire route and in front of this point lies a
stone similar to those laid along the French section. The theme park of St Martin is arranged in
the Martineum’s courtyard.

with an
deviates to the left. The route leads
among the oak and hornbeam forest and groups
of coniferous trees, reaching one corner of the
garden, turning left and then right at the mixed
forest clearing. Here, the route reaches a perpendicular cart track, where it continues to the left,
passing the mark. The symbol marks the
blue trail leading over the hilly parts of Hungary,
with this section (and the following ones) linking
the Kőszegi Mountains (Kőszegi-hegység) and
the city of Szekszárd also called the Rockenbauer
Pál Southern Transdanubian Tour.

On the narrow Karmelita utca Street, turning left past the centre of Evangelical deacons
(Johanneum Evangélikus Diakóniai Központ),
the Középhegyi út road leads to the Erdei iskola
út road, where the route turns right. Here, one
reaches a three-way junction: the right section
leads to the entrance to the regional waste disposal located at the place the former brickyard,
the second road leads towards the forest (Szent
János-erdő) and a dusty macadam road marked

Here, the route reaches a field stretching deep
into the forest, where it turns right
continuing down the path and crossing the Gaj ditch
that leads onto a clearing in the Pusztafai-erdő
oak forest. Here, the route continues for another
500 metres, leaving the blue hiking trail and leading towards the next junction and then to Nárai.
The marks points from the oak grove to the
Szombathely–Nárai main road, where the route
turns right. The asphalted section is short – at
the end of the forest belt and the south side of the
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Leaving the Szombathely-Nárai road

main road, the route turns left onto a field path
leading across the wide fields. Here, it crosses
the black locust grove, passing the meadows and
bushes to the junction (elevated hunting blind). A
vast area of cultivated fields spreads out towards
the south-east, where even the areas around the

Arriving at the Csupor Villa

In the Bishop’s forest (Püspöki erdő)

bushes are ploughed, the route continuing down
the field path along the west side. Continuing
down a wide, well-beaten track, one must turn
left and continue among the black locust and oak
groves and fields until reaching the recently-built
composting plant. Keeping the same direction on
the cart track, the path reaches a forest where one
is greeted by an old Csupor-villa lodge. Here the
route turns left, leading in the shade of spruce
trees and oaks to a traffic road towards Ják.
Continuing to the right along the verge, the
route is soon surrounded by forest again. Passing
the old marker post and turning left to a footpath, the track enters a walking path leading
through an oak grove and bushes. Turning into
the Sorki-erdő forest and walking past the oaks of
different size and growth, one reaches the wide
Határnyiladék road. Here, the route turns left
and then right, reaching a straight path resembling a promenade. The path leads through the
Saint Martin forest and oak communities of the
Diocesan forest (Püspöki-erdő). A forest road
enters the fourth junction from the left, however,
continue the route to the right among acacia and
oak trees and avoid holes and puddles along the
way. At the first vertical opening, a blaze points
to the left and then to the right, leading onto
a winding route passing a natural water pool.
Crossing the Bolygó creek over a provisional
bridge and reaching a cart track along a ditch
and the forest, the route heads towards southwest, passing the fields and bushes until reaching
Ják. A row of walnut trees guides to the modern part of Ják. Turning left at the junction and
continuing down the Ady Endre street and the
Kossuth Lajos street, the route reaches the centre of Ják − Saint George’s Church and Saint
Jacob’s Chapel.
The earliest record of Ják dates back to 1211.
The Iron and Bronze Age artefacts and Roman
graveyards were discovered near the settlement. The 13th century Saint George’s Church
(Benedictine abbey church) with two bell towers
and three naves, standing on a small elevation
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Church of Saint George

Main church nave

in the central area next to Saint Jacob’s Chapel
is one the most remarkable Late-Romanesque
buildings in Europe.
The former Benedictine monastery was
founded by Márton of the large Ják family of
landowners and the church was built as a place
for burying his family members. Built in several
stages, the church was consecrated on 24 April
1256 (Saint George’s Day) as testified by a preserved document. With a few minor damages,
the church survived the Turkish rule, the most
severe damage being caused by a stroke of lightning (around 1650). Between 1896 and 1904, the
church was restored and rebuilt in a Romanesque
style according to the designs of Frigyes Schulek,
a professor of medieval history. Saint Jacob’s
Chapel in the church garden was originally the
parish church. The construction of the round
chapel around 1260 was commissioned by Jakob,
Márton Nagy’s brother from Ják. Until the 18th
century, the chapel was surrounded by a graveyard. The Abbot’s House near the church garden
was built in the late 18th century from stones

obtained of the former monastery. The site
once featured a Ják family dwelling tower and
the building’s floor plan from the Árpád era was
marked during the renovation in 2000.

The Chapel of Saint Jacob
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Forest at Monyorókerék

In the Móricz Zsigmond Street, starting near
the Nativity scene at the creek bridge, the route
marked turns towards the southwest and continues at the bottom of the church hill. At the
corner of the graveyard (an 18th century chapel),
a small footbridge leads across the creek to Dózsa
György street where the tour turns left to the
Rákóczi Ferenc Street. At the three-way junction
at the end of the settlement, the route turns left,
leaving Ják at the Saint Mary monument near the
creek bridge. Due to frequent hunting, the forest
section of the route to Nagykölked can be walked
on only by day. Any deviations from the tourist
path are prohibited! A beaten track leads across
the Benkomai fields along a secluded roadside
cross, reaching a forest of oaks and then spruces,
while an old gate indicates a nearby national
border. Caution is advised at the first clearing
(gate), where the hikers should turn left. The path
resembling a promenade leads through a forest
to Monyorókerék, providing an nice atmosphere

with high coniferous trees. Soon the path turns
left and then right until reaching a clearing
amidst spruces tress, which stretches as far as
the Szentpéterfai erdő forest. The gates protect
the dark coniferous forests along the main road
towards Szentpéterfa. Changing the direction
twice and leading to the end of the southern part
of the route, the trail turns left onto a path leading to the edge of the oak forest and to the road
towards Ják. Here, the path is continued to the
right until reaching Nagykölked and leading to
the other side of the village.
Nagykölked dates back to the 13th century
and was first recorded as Kewlked. In 1423 it was
recorded as Eghazaskulked and a 1501 record
refers to a church dedicated to Saint Nicholas.
A remarkable 1896 Roman Catholic Church of
Saint Nicholas in the New-Romanesque style
resembles the famous church of Ják.

Church of Saint Nicholas

Leaving the village near the graveyard and
continuing south accompanied by a spruce grove
on one side and a roadside cross from 1905 on
the other side, and among the meadows and gardens, the route reaches Harasztifalu.

A wonderful alley

The earliest written record of Harasztifalu
dates back to 1238. The small park at the centre
boasts the Trianon memorial obelisk, a monument to Hungarian history. A 19th century former
school building at the other side of the park now
holds a local history collection.

The route then turns east at a big curve along
the main street (old marker post) and follows
this direction after turning from the main road
near the big oak, past the roadside cross and an

guides to the centre of the city of Körmend, takes
one to a beautiful Szabadság square rebuilt in
2011. (The Kölcsey Ferenc street at the right bore
the name of Saint Martin until 1930, and Saint
Martin’s Church, which was destroyed in the 16th
century, was most likely located somewhere on
the Zrinyi Street). A statue of the Immaculate
Virgin stands on the left side, the construction of
which was ordered in 1822 by Fülöp Batthyány–
Strattmann, while next to the 1907 monument of
Lajos Kossuth rests the main southern entrance
to the Batthyány castle.

Harasztifalu, church of Saint Ladislaus

abandoned manor house. There, the trail heads
south between two belts of spruce forest, where
the landscape opens up even more since the trail
runs across cultivated fields with an occasional
isolated fruit tree or roadside bushes here and
there. In the distance once can see the Körmend
water tower and enter the city at the industrial
era (transducer). The route carries on along the
Mátyás király Street, turns left at a railway junction and reaches the railway and bus station of
Körmend, a town on the banks of the Raab River.
The -marked route continues opposite the
station, at the Deák Ferenc Street, turning left to
the Arany János street and the right down the
Kossuth Lajos Street to a 1788 Calvinist church
with a tower added in 1824, then turning right
to the Thököly Imre Street. Crossing the main city
street of Rákóczi Ferenc through an underpass
where a promenade with monumental buildings

Neo-Gothic evangelical church
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Batthyány Manor

The history of Körmend is closely tied to
the Batthyány castle. The earliest written record of the settlement, which was
awarded the status of a royal duty-free city
with the right to a free choice of judges by King
Béla IV after the Tatar migrations in 1244, dates
back to 1238, when a castle surrounded by the
marshes was also recorded. In 1604, the prosperous 15th century market became the property of
the Batthyány family. Due to the increasing risk of
Turkish invasions, the castle was remodelled into a
defence building. At the time of Rákóczi’s fight for
freedom, the castle and the city were damaged by
fire. In 1776, Körmend became the centre of the
Batthyány family’s estate. The reconstruction of
the medieval castle was initiated in 1730, and the
new side buildings with the corresponding castle park transformed it into a luxurious Baroque
Versailles-type complex.

The main building of the Batthyány castle
now hosts an exhibitions of the Dr. Batthyány–
Strattmann László Museum, while the other
buildings are also used to promote the culture
of Körmend, and the former stable is now home
to the city theatre.
The area of the castle park (now called the
castle garden), arranged in the 18th century, has
been reduced to half of its original size over the
last decades, to 35 hectares. However, the park
has been protected as an arboretum since 1958
and boasts 70 types of bushes and trees, some of
which several centuries old. The most famous is
the 35m bicentennial plane tree (Platanus acerifolia) with and trunk perimeter of 8 m.
Our route continues southwards along the
Damjanich Street towards a renovated square
(Szent Erzsébet) with the parish church of Saint
Elizabeth and the statue of King Béla IV.

The parish Church of Saint Elizabeth

A polygonal presbytery in the 15th century
single-nave Baroque parish church of Saint
Elizabeth shows Late-Gothic elements. Following
the descent of the Turkish Empire in the late 17th
century, the church was in an extremely poor
condition and underwent a Baroque renovation
from 1730 to 1731. The upper oratory hosts a
memorial exhibition dedicated to the “physician
of the poor” Dr. László Batthyány–Strattmann
(Dunakiliti 1870 – Vienna 1931), who opened
an eye clinic at the family mansion at Körmend
after World War I. Pope John Paul II beatified Dr.
László Batthyány–Strattmann in 2003.

The route now follows the Bajcsy-Zsilinszky
út road and crosses the renovated bridge over
the Raab River at a guesthouse. On the opposite bank, the hikers are greeted by the statue of
Saint John Nepomuk.
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View of Körmend from the Raba River bank

A cycling track runs along the right side of
a straight road (former post road) with houses
and gardens on the left side, crossing the valley
of the Raab River. Between the manor stable and
the grove the trail turns onto the main road no.
86, turning right along the edge of the Gyunác
swamp meadow until reaching the foot of the
Vasi-hegyhát vineyard area and to Hegyalja and
the guesthouse located at the turning of road 86
towards Rédics and road 76 towards Zalaegerszeg
(a stable, a parking area for trucks and a bus stop
are near the guesthouse).
The
marks guide hikers along the main
road no. 76, but later point right towards a field
path opposite the roadside cross and next to
an isolated spruce. A short uphill trail finally
reaches a plateau with wide cultivated fields
and residential houses with gardens. From the
southern side, the route reaches the -marked
Rockenbauer Blue Route no. M60, (Rockenbauer
Kéktúra), which comes from the direction of
Katafa, and arrives to the Saint Mary’s Pilgrimage
Route (Mária zarándokút), which connects
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Roman Catholic Church in Nádasd

Kemestaródfa and Dabas. Continuing northwards along fruit trees at the right side, the path
soon shows a view of the mountain range near
Kőszeg. The path is well beaten from the treatment plant to Nádasd. The Blue Route and the
marks continue to the west, with one of the
markings
inviting to a street at the left side.
Along the Evangelical chapel, visitors can enjoy
one of the most significant sights in Nádasd, a
Roman Catholic Church in a triangular garden,
and a rotunda located east of the church.

Nádasd was first recorded in 1233 in a
Nádasdy family document on property dispute. The famous Amber Road used to run by
the settlement – a Roman trade route connecting the Baltic Sea with Northern Italy where
Saint Martin probably often walked when he
moved from Savaria to Ticinum (today Pavia)
with his parents as a child. The name of the
former centre of the Nádasdy family probably originates from the word for the common
reed which was abundant in the nearby marshes
(“nád” is a Hungarian word for cane). The 11th
century rotunda featuring a watchtower, which
was the heart of the estate and housed the family graveyard, was discovered near the parish
church in 2003. The patron saint of the circular church was Saint Martin, today the patron
saint of Nádasd. In the 13th century, a nave was
added to the western side of the rotunda and
dedicated to Saint Martin. The church patron
Count Lajos Batthyány ordered a complete renovation of the church in 1737. However, the entire
building complex was demolished in 1888 and
Ödön Batthyány–Strattmann ordered a construction of the present Church of the Discovery of the
Holy Cross, which was consecrated in 1889. The
stained glass displays images of Saint Martin and
Blessed Dr. László Batthyány–Strattmann.
Running down the route behind the church
garden (bus stop), at the portrait of Blessed Dr.
László Batthyány–Strattmann with an inscription reading “The Benefactor of Nádasd”, the
route turns east at to the Nádasdi-patak Creek.

Church interior

Leaving Nádasd
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A Cupressus alley along the route

The Vaspör village church in the distance

Upon reaching a junction (a radio tower to the
right), the trail follows the main road towards
Hegyhátsál along the Táncsics Mihály street
where it exits Nádasd. A resting place for hikers and an information board with a map are
located nearby. A beaten track runs amidst the
fields above the nearby forest where one can see
the TV tower near Hegyhátsál in the distance.
Approaching the edge of the forest, the route
passes a few elevated hunting blinds, bushes and
trees (two beeches at the left) and a spruce forest
on the right side. A view over a long beaten path
leading to Háshágyathrough opens up, leading
through the forest to Háshágy. At the junction
(elevated hunting blind) the route turns left – a
hunting cabin (Jägerház) is located to the right.
Here, the path leaves an isolated oak on the left
and three natural water pools on the right side,
as well the coniferous forest. The “Route of
Soldiers” runs through a mixed forest.

overgrown with beeches and hornbeams, followed by Turkey oaks and oak trees, a TV tower
in Zalaegerszeg can be seen in the distance, a
roadside cross on the other side of the road and
a church in Vaspör to the right. On the left, the
landscape opens up and the field path leads to
the edge of Vaspör (bus stop), towards the main
road to Ozmánbükk.
The earliest preserved record of Vaspör dates
back to 1323. Then, it was probably a settlement
from the Árpád period. In 1554, the facility
was recorded as a subsidiary of the church in
(Zala)háshágy, but no written references of the

The Route of Soldiers, which connects the
area extending the Raab and the Zala in the
northeast-southwest direction, is a natural route
across the Vasi-hegyhát hills towards Styria and
Northern Italy, frequently used by kings for military, political and commercial purposes. The trail
became a particularly important trading route
of the Turkish Empire.
A field path leads to the end of the fields near
the settlement of Vaspör, opening a view of a
water tower in the distance, then running along
the forest edge. While descending over the edges

A stone cross erected in 1916

building can be found from the late 19th century
on as its role was assumed by the Church of the
Assumption of Mary in Pusztacsatár.
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The
symbol markings on the main road
point to the left, uphill, and soon back to the
right again, leading onto a field path surrounded
by majestic oaks (a football pitch to the left). The
route passes a lime tree, the inscription on a 1916
stone cross at the left being dedicated to the victims of WWI.

Arriving in Pusztacsatár

A stone cross commemorating WWI

The path leading to the next cross at the right,
found by a field path among the bushes, is lined
by black locust. Leaving the black locust grove,
the route leads across the fields of the Vörös-tető
area, where it takes a sharp right turn, leading
to the edge of a mixed forest stretching southwards. Here, the path takes a sharp left turn and
descends down a grassy slope to a beaten path
following the Szélvíza valley. Here, the route
turns right, continuing along a thick forest to
a bridge across the Háshágyi-patak creek until
reaching a pilgrims’ village of Pusztacsatár.

Church of the Assumption of Mary

The medieval Pilgrimage Church of the
Assumption of Mary stands here on a grassy slope.
A cross at the southern side of the church resembles a cemetery which was here until the 17th
century.
Pusztacsatár, a part of the Vaspör settlement,
has been the Szombathely parish pilgrimage
centre since the 13th century. First recorded in
1238, the name of settlement is dedicated to former arms blacksmiths. The present pilgrimage
church preserves some fragments of the former
parish church dedicated to the Assumption of
Mary. The Remethe and Csatár settlements were
completely devastated by Turks. The church was
destroyed and the village deserted, while the
altar statue of Virgin Mary survived the Turkish
occupation. Legend has it that, as worshippers
gathered there in a prayer, a sign of God led them
to the statue. Pusztacsatár thus became a place of
pilgrimage where the spring water allegedly cured

The single-street village of Velence falls under
the Vaspör administration. Allegedly, the inhabitants of Csatár found shelter here and in Vaspör
during Turkish invasions.

A road cross in Csatár vineyards

Leaving behind the church and roadside cross
on the right, the route runs down the main street
and turns left to a wide macadam road at the end
of the village to lead southwards among the fields
and turn right to reach the edge of a settlement.
A field path turns right, while the mark points

many people. In 1736, the inhabitants of Vaspör
renovated the church, adding Baroque elements.
The
marking pointing south from the
church leads away from the creek valley to a
former cemetery and later crosses the meadows towards a forest slope. Leading by bushes
and oaks, the route now ascends the ridge of
hill Csatári-hegy. At the north, the path is surrounded by an oak forest, and by both abandoned
and cultivated vineyards, gardens, orchards and
houses at the left. In 2002, one of the owners
erected the monument of Virgin Mary. Later
down the route, one can make a stop at the roadside cross located in the most picturesque part
of the old vineyards. Reaching a three-way junction, the route turns left leading to Velence (a
bus stop, a cross).

Road crosses in the Velence hamlet

At the exit from Velence

to the left towards the path crossing a clearing
(two buildings below) and then turning right to
a barely visible formerly cleared woodland. The
route then reaches a black locust grove in the
Csébi-völgy valley where it runs along a creek.
Passing two majestic oak trees, crossing the footbridge at the creek and then turning left (!), the
route leads to an ascending footpath. Then it
continues through a coniferous forest to reach
gardens, vineyards, houses, meadows and fields
on hill Bakos-hegy. After a double bend – to
the north one can see Zalaháshágy – the route
reaches another coniferous grove where the main
road leads into the settlement. The village church
is certainly worth a visit.
The name of Zalaháshágy was first recorded
in a 1328 document. On a small elevation at the
village centre stands a church that was built after
the Tatar migrations (1241-1942) and extended
in late 13th century. The church object of special value is the tympanum fragment from the
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Árpád era showing a dragon and animal figures,
originally an ornament to the church’s arched
Romanesque front. At the north of the settlement
is an isolated Sibrik chapel – the inscription
above the entrance indicates that the chapel was
built in 1908 by Adorján Sibrik from Szarvaskend
and his wife Amália Kiskölkedi Szabó.

View of the Zala River valley

The medieval church

The
symbols run along the main road
towards the south, but soon point right towards a
field path, then following the edge of the Románhegy grove. The route then reaches an overgrown
path, but rather turns right towards southwest
near an overhead power line. The route leads

among the fields and along the forest edge, a
view over the River Zala valley opening at the
clearings. Once crossing the field path leading to
Budafa and reaching a narrow ridge of Harasztihegy, the route starts to descend, next leading to
an old stone cross and forest edge featuring a private house. Down a narrow beaten path the route
reaches Zalapataka, a part of Zalalövő, continuing down a road in the Zala River valley (a 1905
stone cross at the river outfall). Continuing to the
right down the main street (turning towards the
Zalapatakalja railway station on the Zalaegerszeg–
Bajánsenye railway line), the route crosses the
Körmend–Zalalövő railway line.
Here, we arrive to the centre of Zalalövő
passing the Roman Catholic Baroque church
of Saint Anne.

The Sibrik Chapel and its beautiful surroundings

The Körmend-Zalalövő railway line
at Zalaháshágy (2011)

In a 13th century record, Zalalövő is
referred to as the settlement of royal
archers. Artefacts from the Celtic
era were discovered near the settlement. The Amber Road ran through
this area, which was used even in the Bronze
Age and well-beaten and widened to 7m in
the Roman era. In the 1st century, the Roman
legions set up a camp at the north of the Zala
crossing, building a settlement nearby. Being so
close to the important trade route, Salla developed rapidly. In 124, it was awarded the status
of a city by Emperor Hadrian. Around 270, the
Germanic tribes burned down the settlement,
but Salla was revived in the 4th century. The only
memories of the Salla buildings and guesthouse
from the Amber Road era are the Villa Publica
Lapidarium and the Roman Museum, which
were arranged during the 1973 excavations.
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Church in a grove – the Zalapataka village

The Roman Catholic parish church in the
city centre, built at the site of the former Árpád
church which was demolished in 1925, was consecrated in 1927 and dedicated to Saint Ladislaus.

Leaving the parish church, the route continues southwards along the traffic road no. 86.
Crossing the railway line to Zalaegerszeg, the
bridge over River Zala which rises in Őrség near
the Szalafő settlement, the route turns right following the Rockenbauer Blue Trail onto the
, a guesthouse).
Bajcsy-Zsilinszky street (
The route takes the second left turn (Bartók Béla
u.) leading to the pilgrimage place of the Holy
Well (Szentkút) situated amidst the old oaks
in the Borosán valley, which was built to commemorate the end of World War II. Return to
the blaze. Leaving behind the last house, crossing the bridge and leading through a black locust
grove and bushes, the route ascends Pacsa-hegy,
a picturesque plateau of vineyards and orchards.
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Roman Catholic parish church in the town

The Ethnographic collection (Petőfi u. 35.)
was set up in 1979 in a traditional, late 19th century thatched-roof farmhouse. Cardinal László
Lékai (1910-1986) was born (a memorial plate)
next door.
The Romanesque Roman Catholic Church
of All Saints was built in Zalamindszent in the
mid 13th century and renovated in 1747 after the
Turkish invasions. The 1.5km Borostyán Lake at
the west edge of the settlement (fishing spots, a
swimming area, a campsite) was created in 1986
upon damming the Szőcei-patak Creek.

Now, the route turns southwards, and the
marks
lead among vineyards, orchards and
small houses. Arriving to a thick spruce forest,
one has to make way through a track overgrown

Church of All Saints in Zalamindszent

Saint Urban's monument in Pacsa

The holy well in Borosán valley
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The route passes vineyards and wine cottages

by bramble and dog rose. On the other side (at
the left), crossing the area between a trench
descending northwards and a clearing corner
at the left, the route reaches a beech forest, the
landscape opening up eastwards, leading to a
blossoming meadow and then running along
the Harang-erdő mixed forest. The road takes
a mild turn westwards, soon reaching a valley
of green meadows near Felsőcsöde. Turning to
the north and then to the left, crossing a clearing, the route reaches a road to the Csöde village.
After a left turn (water pumping station) towards
Felsőcsöde, the points to a sharp right turn
after the Blue Trail.

marks at the west of Alsócsöde, the route
reaches a place of former medieval church and the
Monastery of Saint Martin. In 1366, the land was
owned by the Salamon family; the Szentmárton
village at the foot of the hill dates from the 15th
century. In the 17th century, the building was
completely deserted due to Turkish invasions
and was known as Pusztaszentegyház (a church
in the wasteland), its ruins being used in 1657
to fortify the church in Őriszentpéter.
Here, the track turns west leading onto a wide
field path towards a forest: caution is advised at
the hilltop where the mark points left to an
almost unnoticeable path. The route leads first

Arriving in Pusztaszatta

Csöde is a village of two settlements –
Alsócsöde on the bank of the Zala valley and
Felsőcsöde, a one-street hamlet located 2.5
km southwards. The earliest written record of
Chede dates back to 1342. After following the

through a mixed and then an oak forest, and near
an elongated meadow it reaches some interesting
gullies. Continuing uphill and following the road
leading south, the route soon narrows down to a
path, the southern sunny slope being is covered
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with predominantly oak forests. Here, we arrive
to the Szattai-patak creek valley. Avoiding the
enclosed plantation to the right, the track crosses
the brook and reaches a shady cart track in a
forest, where it continues to the hilltop along
a spruce plantation, and again turns southwest.
The route leads amidst spruce trees to an idyllic meadow with a former hunter’s lodge found
on the other end.

The route turns towards the end of meadows
and fields enclosing the village of Szatta at the
east and ascends towards the forest edge. Before
continuing the route to the left, it is worth making a right turn and briefly visiting Szatta.

Szatta, a renovated Calvinist chapel

The tree of survival

This is Pusztaszatta, the name indicating
the village of Zatha which was burned down
by the Turks in 1588. Besides the majestic linden tree – Tree of Survival, a memorial pillar
on the site where the last house used to stand
commemorates the casualties. This is the line
separating the Vas County and Zala County, with
a few “E”-marked boundary stones are still preserved, marking the 18th century line between
the Esterházy and Batthyány estates.

The symbol on the main road turns in the
southwest direction, leaves the village behind,
but soon points right to a field path leading
among extensive fields and meadows on the
western edge of the village. Leaving a spruce
forest and a few poplars, the route leads across
marshy meadows into a shelter of a shady forest.
There, it reaches an overhead power line running towards the north-south, where it turns
left and leaves the fields of Szatta. A clearing
leads through a coniferous forest, and when the
landscape opens up again, the route reaches at a
cultivated valley of the Krka River. Continuing
along the black locust bushes and spruces, the
trail leads to a cemetery in the village of Ramocsa
(a well), then to the main road linking the settlements on the bank of River Krka. Turn right and
walk down the only street in Ramocsa.
The earliest written record of Ramocsa
(Ramcha) dates back to 1378, the name probably originates from a personal name. The village
was originally located east from the present settlement and was deserted in the Turkish period,
its memory being preserved by a field name
(Pusztaramocsa). When the Turks left this area,
the village was repopulated.
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Bell tower in the Calvinist chapel courtyard

A simple bell tower in Ramocsa erected in 1993

that fell into ruin in the 17th century. Over time,
the hamlets merged into a single street, which
still boasts a few beautiful farmhouses (with
tympanums and pillars) of the former wealthy
landowners, which were built in the late 19th
century.

Next to a bridge marking the boundaries between the Vas County and the Őrség
National Park, there is a sign marking the verge
of Ramocsa. A tree-lined main road leading
towards Kerkáskápolna (a bus turning area) runs
amidst meadows and fields, and the mark here
points to the main street. Arriving at the monument dedicated to the victims of both World Wars
and the guesthouse, the route leads to sights in
Kerkáskápolna.
Calvinist chapel at the cemetery

In a grassy courtyard, next to the bell tower of
a Calvinist chapel, a tidy rest stop awaits hikers.

The Kerkáskápolna village

The earliest record of Kerkáskápolna
(Kápolnásfalu) dates back to 1428, indicating the
vicinity of River Krka that ran below the gardens
before the regulation, and the medieval church

Bell tower erected in 2000
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Continuing down the main street, one is
soon greeted by fresh meadows at the left. At to
the last houses and gardens, the route reaches
a junction (a bus stop) and the
point to
the left towards Magyarföld village at the road
leading towards Bajánsenye. The belt between
the original and regulated beds of River Krka
is surrounded by fields, tree communities and
groves. Coming to the final bus stop, the route
soon reaches the village. Passing
the village and running down the same asphalt road,
the marked route leads to the sights
in
Magyarföld.

opens to the right. Across a clearing and through
different types of forest, the trail reaches the top
of Berki-hegy hill.
Vineyards, old fruit trees and cottages of the
Berki-hegy vineyard area create an image of
traditional vineyard facilities. Once, the best
vine was grown here and a distillery remained
in operation until the early 20th century. Today,
only a few families in the Berki-hegy vineyard
area still maintain vineyards and cottages.

Legend has it that the settlement, now known
as Magyarföld (“Hungarian soil”), was founded
in the 14th century by Slovenes and Swabians.
Later, it was recorded as Dobrafölde, and its
present name was given to it in 1900. Today, the

A scene from Berki hegy vineyards

A wooden Church erected in 2012

village has less than 50 inhabitants. The bell tower
next to the village community hall was erected
in 2000. The renowned wooden church with circular windows, standing on an elevation next to
the cemetery, was consecrated on 18 June 2010
in the presence of 2000 worshippers.
The route
leaves the edge of the settlement down an overgrown route and uphill,
disclosing beautiful meadows behind the right
curve. A view over the wide Krka River valley

Next, the route leads to the Csépán-bükk
beech forest and a wide forest road winds
ahead. Continuing among beeches and oaks
points left
towards a mixed
– the mark
forest, in some parts also on an overgrown field
path, before reaching the Bajánsenye (at the
right) – the Magyarszombatfa main road. The
trail continues along the cart tracks in the direction of Kercaszomor, finally reaching the top of
Haricsa hill. Turning right onto a wide field path,
the route passes a gas holder at the right side.
Continuing west through a spruce forest and

crossing clearings on the way, the road gradually narrows down and becomes increasingly
overgrown. The Rockenbauer Blue Trail connects
from the direction of Magyarszombatfa. Running
through this picturesque area and turning right
towards the Pusztatemető hill, the trail reaches
the place where the Church of Saint Wenceslas
once stood.
On this hill, now completely overgrown with
forest, the Church of Saint Wenceslas once
stood. The trench still surrounding the hill is
the remainder of a former defence ring.

A drawing of church reconstruction

The earliest written reference of the oldest
stone church in the Őrség region dates back to
1208. In the Árpád era, the church served as an
orientation point for guards at the Hungarian
border. A route ran next to the church, linking Hungary with Italy and the Krka valley
with Središče. In the 15th century, the first Őrség
region church stood here in the centre of a village, recorded as Kápolnáskerca in 1452 and as
Szentviszló (Hungarian for the name Wenceslas)
in the early 16th century, while the border guards
turned to Calvinism. The church was damaged
at the end of the Turkish occupation only to be
renovated in 1698 and a school built nearby. In
the Counter-Reformation period, the church
was re-occupied by the Catholics in 1732, its
fate being sealed by the Patent of Toleration
issued by Joseph II. Around 1768, a stroke of
lighting burned down the roof of the Church of
Saint Wenceslas. After that, the Catholics used
a wooden chapel, having completely deserted

the church. When six years after the adoption of
the Patent of Tolerance the Calvinist community
was once again given the opportunity to build
their own church, they used stones and bricks
from the old church. (By that time, all that was
left were bare walls.)
The cemetery was abandoned around 1843
– this is the origin of the present toponym
Pusztatemető (“abandoned cemetery”).
The trail soon leaves the hilltop, turning right
onto a path descending along a beech forest to
the Valley of Mala Krka River. The
marks
(Fürge cselle educational path) point left, following
, across a creek (a track, stones) carrying
rich waters from the Slovenian Goričko region.
Next to a beautiful spruce tree, the route turns
to the main road of Kercaszomor – the
points right (optional: walk to the Catholic and
Calvinist church), while the -marked route
turns left and continues towards Slovenia at the
monumental church tower in Szomoróc and an
old cemetery at the end of the village.

The Calvinist bell tower

Kercaszomor, a settlement with a single street
stretching almost 4km into the Mala Krka valley,
was founded in 1942 upon merging the Kerca
and Szomoróc settlements. The role of border
guards is evident from a 1208 document stating: “villa speculatorum Kurcite – Kurcite, the
village of guards”. From the 16th century, both
settlements fell under the Batthyány estate, and
the Turks invaded them in the 17th century After
WWI, the inhabitants of Szomoróca, being loyal
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to the tradition of their ancestors, used force to
keep away the units that arbitrarily crossed the
entente demarcation line to annex the Hungarian
settlement to the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and
Slovenes on 1 August 1920. On 9 February 1922,
the entente boundary commission returned
Szomoróc to Hungary. To commemorate the
event, an inscription was added to the new
church bell which was cast in Sopron. In 2008,
the Hungarian parliament awarded Kercaszomor
the title of “Communitas Fortissima” (The Bravest
Community).

The Roman Catholic church

After leaving the forest belt, the trail gets onto
an open, wide basin of Mala Krka in the Goričko
region, radiating an atmosphere similar to Őrség
– the village of Domanjševci (Domonkosfa). The
trail turns onto the main road, taking a sharp
turn from the direction of Hodoš towards the
village.

The Calvary church

The church tower in Szomoróc built in 1877
is an architectural highlight of the Őrség region.
The rectangular wing is covered in roof tiles,
while the bell, hanging from an oak branch, is
protected by an octagonal “helmet” covered in
shingles. The Calvinist church in the village area
of Kerca was built from 1788–1790 from stones
of the former Church of Saint Wenceslas. At the
end of the village, in the area of Szomoróc, there
is a Calvinist cemetery featuring distinct wooden
tombstones. The 150cm oak tombstones with no
ornaments were erected on the Calvinist graves
to mark the religious affiliation of a buried person from a wide distance.
On an old, shady cart track, the route reaches
the Slovenian/Hungarian border, now having a
merely symbolic function, where a pillar with
an inscription “Let there be peace in Hungary!”
bids farewell.

“Let there be peace in Hungary”

Domanjševci was first recorded as Domon
kusolcz in 1431. The valley of Mala Krka was
populated even earlier as attested by the 2000year mound cemeteries. The microtoponym
of Vas-lik (“Iron hole”) located at the north
alludes to the extraction of the iron ore in the
11th century.
The main road makes a sharp left turn and
then running uphill to the right, past the NeoRomanesque Evangelical church consecrated
in 1902, finally reaching the Stari breg hill with
the highlight of Domanjševci – the Church of
Saint Martin.

37

Church of Saint Martin

Although renovated in 1872, the 13th century
Church of Saint Martin, built from bricks and
pointing to the east-west direction, retained its
Romanesque style, but the former frescoes are
now ruined.

The evangelical church

The route continues downhill on a narrow
asphalted road leading from the village and taking a sharp right turn down a slope which follows
the rapid flow of Creek Curek in the direction
of Magyarszombatfa. Crossing the creek bridge
the route winds through a mixed forest full of
spruces until it starts to descend through a hilly
area, finally reaching the field edge and the first
houses in Prosenjakovci, a village in the basin
of Creek Ratkovski potok. Reaching the main
road (a former Koltay’s mill is located next to
the brook), which runs along the valley, the trail
turns left.

At this point, the route leads back to the road
to Prosenjakovci, reaching the hill at the edge of
the fields. The path follows on a cart track crossing the Veliki breg hill through a mixed forest
and amongst the fields and vineyards. Walking
through a black locust forest to get to the roads
towards Središče (Szerdahely), one soon reaches
houses on the right side.
The population of the Središče village is predominantly Hungarian. The settlement was
first recorded in 1366 in a proprietary sheet:
“Zerdahel in districtu seu valle Welemer”, which
means that Szerdahely (Središče) was part of the
Velemér area (Hungary).

Središče, the Calvinist church

Church of Saint Nicholas). Owing to the 1956
reconstruction, which fixed the conversion from
1846, the rotunda was preserved undamaged. The
rotunda, a typical Romanesque church, was most
likely part of a medieval group of monasteries.
The 15th century Gothic altar is now kept in the
Hungarian National Gallery (Magyar Nemzeti
Galéria) in Budapest, and a Baroque crucifix
stands in its place.
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Prosenjakovci (Pártosfalva) was first
recorded as Proznyofolua in 1448 and later
as Proznyakfalua in 1455 as the estate of the
Prosznyák family. A Vas County monograph
(1898) refers to the village as Prosznyákfa.
At the village centre (bus stop), the route
crosses the main road towards Magyarszombatfa
(to the left) and Selo (to the right). Here, it is
worth taking a turn (around 2km) towards the
circular Church of Saint Nicholas. The road
leads through forest hills (Notranje gorice) and
among the fields, reaching a turning to a short
footpath towards the rotunda (a car park, a bus
stop, an information point and a guesthouse).
The village of Selo was first recorded as “seu
valle Lak Sancti Nicolai” (“in the valley of Saint
Nicholas”) back in the mid 14th century. North
from the settlement stands one of the most
important Slovenian churches proclaimed a cultural heritage – the 13th century rotunda (the

A Romanesque Rotunda of St Nicholas in Selo

Taking the road from Prosenjakovci to Kobilje,
the route follows a gently sloped valley of Creek
Ratkovski potok, amidst the vast forest slopes.
Taking a right turn from the creek to the route
branching off the state road, the route leads to
an unattended park with the ruins of Matzenau
castle.
A single-storey neoclassical, once luxurious castle, which was originally owned by the
Batthyány family, was built by Italian masters
in 1840. In 1876, it was already recorded as a
castle, although the owners only used it as a summer residence. In 1900, the building, which was
recorded as the Kőszeghy’s or Craigher’s castle,
became property of a Czech Count Carl von
Matzenau.
The route continues amidst the fields, briefly
running through a grove (old oaks on the right)
then straight to the Pordašinci Village.

Pordašinci, the Calvinist bell tower

A small village of Pordašinci (Kisfalu) is
situated in a wide valley of Creek Ratkovski
potok. The village was first recorded in 1376 as
Perdasynch. The Vas County monograph refers
to the village as Kis-falu (“small village”). The
protected 1926 bell tower made of wood was renovated in 1995.

trail continues straight, leading out of the village.
Over the Kobilje Creek Bridge, the route leads
to a macadam road leading over a forest slope
to a pond (rest area). Soon, the road makes a left
curve leading among the vast fields, passing a
small lake and a creek before reaching Kobilje.
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Resting at a picturesque pond

Church of Saint George

The road continues down the open valley, a
tree avenue on the right opening view to Creek
Ratkovski potok flowing towards the Kobilje
Creek. The route leads to the Motvarjevci village,
a road coming in from the direction of Čikečka
vas (Csekefa)– water from the two emerged
creeks used to operate the water wheels. The alley
of fraxinus trees leads right into the settlement.
Motvarjevci (Szentlászló) was first recorded
in 1338 as “Villa Sancti Ladislai”. Named
Kebelezenthlazlo, the settlement became property of the Széchy family in the late 14th century.
The 1901 bell tower “Reformation period bell
tower” was expanded into a church in 1968 –
most villagers were Calvinists.
The route leads to the junction (bus stop)
where the main road turns right. However, the

The Kobilje Village lies among the forest hills
at the foot of the St Martin Hill and at the bed
of the Kobilje Creek. The area was populated as
early as the Stone Age, while some artefacts show
that Romans also lived here. The village and its
church were first recorded in 1271 as “a Zala village of Kebele (Kobilje) with a church dedicated to
St Martin”. The name Kebeleyscentmartun was
recorded in 1338. The stone church also known
as a guard post, which stood on the St Martin
Hill, was destroyed along with the village during Turkish invasions in 1627. Kobilje remained
abandoned until the 18th century. The 19th century brought the development in farming, wine
production and arts and crafts. Saint Martin’s
parish church standing in the village centre was
consecrated in 1925.
The route continues south, taking a right
turn at the junction. Passing the local school
and some fields, it leads towards the cemetery.
Continuing to the forest edge and passing the
cross at the first turn, the trails takes the next
right turn (a cottage and rest area). Passing the
cultivated vineyards, the route reaches a recently
built chapel standing just under the top of St
Martin Hill.

the forest. Passing a number of damp clearings
at the bottom of the valley, the route reaches
a mixed forest and leads to a road breaking a
clearing. The route leads left along a promenade
like macadam road through a shady forest of tall
trees, and later spruces, until reaching the road
leading left to Dobrovnik and right to a hut of
Voglerjeva koča.
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Kobilje, church of Saint Martin

The St Mary’s Chapel at St Martin Hill (230m)
was consecrated in 1991 at the spot where former Church of St Martin was demolished in
Turkish invasions. Reminding of the old church
are the painted pillar and plaque with the following inscription: ”This is the place where the old
Kobilje church used to stand.”

The Chapel of Virgin Mary, the Queen of Peace

The route follows the asphalted road uphill,
towards the vineyards. Turning left after a sharp
right turn, the trail follows a field path descending amongst vineyards which are finally closed
by the forest. Down the path, the route leads into
a small forest valley and then onto a cart track
coming from the right. The track soon leaves
the fields of Kobilje Valley, running deep into

The trail then leads from the junction over
a hilly area towards Dobrovnik. Leaving an
oak and hornbeam forest, the track continues
through a young forest until finally reaching its
edge. Walking downhill, one arrives to a nice
resting area arranged under a walnut tree. The
route leads to vast fields, connecting to a field
path coming in from the left. It is recommended
to take a walk in the vineyards to the Statue of St
Urban and the ampelographic garden.
Continuing from the junction towards
south, a view opens up: the vast plain of River
Mura, with the road after the next curve leading to the right, towards the nearby Dobrovnik
(Dobronak) featuring an 18th century church
of Saint Jacob. A field path runs across fields
towards the cross where it splits in two directions – the route turns left, following the Boršove
gorice vineyards, crossing a field path and leading uphill to the grassy ridge of the vineyard hills.
Boršove gorice vineyards (217 m) offer a scenic view over the Mura valley and sunny hills

Lake Bukovnica was created in the middle of
the forest in 1948 by damming the Bukovnica
Creek. The lake and its surrounding area represent a protected natural environment and are
popular tourist sites. An educational forest path
surrounds the lake.
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At Lake Bukovnica
A monument of Saint Urban

where one can enjoy the ideally positioned vineyards, especially in the time of harvests.

Grape harvest in the Boršove gorice vineyards

The route follows a grassy field path to the
left, which runs amongst vineyards, soon turning right to an asphalted road to the lake of
Bukovniško jezero. The parking area, information board and the tourist office can be seen from
the edge of the valley. There, the path arrives to
the popular sights of Lake Bukovnica and the
St Vitus Chapel. A walking path runs through
spruce trees along the road to the embankment
of Lake Bukovnica.

The route turns left from the floodgate, at the
end of the path leading across the canal bridge
where it leaves the lake. Following a path through
the forest and the area eroded by water, the trail
leads uphill to the Chapel of Saint Vitus. On the
right side, a boardwalk leads to the Vitus Well.
The Chapel of Saint Vitus situated in a shade
of thick, tall trees where a wooden church once
stood was built around 1828. The churches and
chapels dedicated to Saint Vitus were generally
erected in elevated areas as Vitus is a patron saint
of eyes and good vision. The explorers of beneficial and dangerous radiation claim there are two
beneficial energy lines crossing at the chapel. 26
points are marked on the site. The Saint Vitus
Well has long been known for its miraculous
healing water.
Along a wide macadam road, the route first
leads uphill through tall mixed forest and then
through vineyards, orchards, gardens and cottages (a monument dedicated to a WWII Partisan
is located on the right side). Finally, the route
arrives at Strehovski breg Hill offering a beautiful
scenic view on the left. A branch off the asphalted
road leads to the oldest preserved wine cellar.
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The Ethnographic House

Chapel of Saint Vitus and Saint Vitus Well

Wine cottages are scattered among the carefully tendered vineyards on both sides of the
narrow road at the top of Strehovski breg (235
m). The road has recently been proclaimed a
wine trail. The Strehovci Village, where winegrowers have established an association and
opened cellars to tourist, lies at the foot of the
hill. The village, which has long been populated by Slovenes, was founded after the Turkish
invasions.
The route leads down a narrow road taking
a right turn off the vineyards and then passes

gardens and some wine cellars to turn left onto a
field path. Through fields and vineyards, the path
leads into a forest. Here, it turns left into an oak
and hornbeam forest to reach a levelled downhill
path covered first in oak and then black locust
trees. Reaching the bottom, the route crosses an
eroded terrain to get to an extensively overgrown
area. An old black locust tree stands at the edge of
the forest. From a meadow under the vineyards,
the route reaches a road exiting to the road to
Dobrovnik. The route passes vineyards, houses
and fruit trees on the right, then leading uphill
and offering a beautiful scenic view over the vast
River Mura valley showing carefully cultivated
fields. The trail now arrives at the Gaj Hill and
a small Chapel of St Mary (a table and a bench
standing behind).
The sign on the chapel reads: “As a sign of
gratitude to Saint Mary erected by Jožef and
Barica Gutman in 1998.” Among the other vine
plants, one can find planted at the chapel an offspring of the oldest vine in the world. Usually,
the wine is consecrated on St Martin’s Day and
kept for special occasions. The wine road continues along the vineyard.
Soon, it reaches a narrow street at the crossroads. A white thatched house stands on the
other side. The route continues to the right,
across the ridge and left past the Stations of the
Cross, finally reaching Filovci.

The route runs west along a slope and passing
wine cellars. Soon, the ridges of Filovski breg hill
come into view. The route reaches a forest and,
on the left, runs down a path leading through
bushes and forest to a macadam road leading
left onto a slope overgrown with black locust.
Just before the forest exit, the route leads to an
overgrown path and passes an ancient oak, then
leading to a creek bridge. On the other side, it
seems the trail barely follows the creek, running uphill to a grassy area and then to a cart
track. As it runs uphill, the trail is almost lost
amongst vineyards where it turns left to a path
leading past a vineyard cottage and to an asphalt
road on the Filovski breg hill. Surrounded by
hedges, it crosses the hill edges (a cross and a
rest stop to the right). A fortress-like bell tower

Chapel of Saint Mary

In the area of Filovci, artefacts from the
Bronze Age and burial mounds were discovered.
The village of “Fyloch” was first recorded in 1322.
In 1366, the place was recorded as royal property obtained from Ludwig I (the Great). Pottery
started to flourish in the village at the turn of
the 19th century and the Slovene locals managed to preserve it as a tourist attraction through
workshops, a pottery museum and black pottery
products. A plaque next to a simple church honours Oswald Jožef Ošlaj, a philosopher, Master of
Arts, teacher of Theology and writer.

Passing by a thatched house

View from the north-east side of the hilltop

of the famous Bogojina Church appears on the
west, while an idyllic chapel standing on a hill
above Vučja Gomila can be seen in the distance.
The road along the edges of vineyards features
vineyard cottages, while the grapes are protected
from birds by wind rattles. Before the forest edge
vineyards turn into fields and the route follows a
path on the left and then turns to a path through
old oaks. On the right, the route leads to the field
edge and uphill towards west, through vineyards,
meadows and woods (hunting blind). The route is
then enclosed by a thick oak forest and descends
into a valley. The trail reaches the edge of fields
on the other side with solitary beeches growing at the edge of the hornbeam and oak forest.
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asphalt road. Among the fields, meadows, vineyards and houses at the foot of the hill, it passes
an oak and a linden tree.
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Through a beech forest and into the valley

A path leads through a forest and along an old
cart track running from the opposite direction,
and makes a sharp left turn onto the road to the
Trnavski breg hill. Fields, meadows and a linden
and walnut tree lie ahead, hiding a small house
with a wheeled well which by followed by a grassy

The ascend on a shady road on the left side
to vineyards above Bogojina (Vršic) where the
1892 Chapel of Saint Urban is located (a vine
trellis at the entrance bearing grapes as sweet as
honey, and a crucifix on the western wall) with a
three-storey viewing area at the top is well worth
the effort. The road at the foot of the hill runs
down to the landmark of the Bogojina area − a
stairway to the Plečnik Church.

Church of the Ascension of Christ in Bogojina

road. The route leads into the forest and Mejični
potok creek and to a road descending into the
valley. Below the meadows, next to a spruce, it
reaches a junction – then turning to a narrow

The Chapel of Saint Urban

Bogojina is an old settlement first recorded as
Bogin in 1208. The land was owned by the Bánffy,
Nádasdy, and Esterházy families.
The most important building in the area is
the Plečnik’s Church, a unique architectural creation rising from the distance as a snow-white
castle. Jože Plečnik, a famous Slovene architect,
used parts of the old Gothic church to design the
Church of the Ascension of Christ around 1920.
From the turn (with a statue of Saint Florian),
the route continues right (chestnuts), passing a
cemetery and a row of oaks at the north as well as
meadows, solitary spruces, vineyard cottages and
an abandoned orchard until it gets to a forest. A
dusty macadam road runs along the Bogojinski
potok valley. Along the levelled ground (a
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A beautiful linden tree by the route

the early 20th century stands in a cemetery where
the road connecting Tešanovci and Selo ascends
to the highest point (290 m).

South side of the Church of the Ascension of Christ

footbridge is nearby) it turns to the other side of
the creek hidden in a forest. The trail then continues along a cart track, turns left past the fields
and right to the other side of the gorge stretching along the trail. It runs through a mixed forest
of hornbeams, beech trees and spruces, reaching
the fields around Vučja Gomila. From the first
houses, an asphalt road runs through plum trees.
At the north, a chapel stands on a hilltop above
the village. At a junction, the route turns left
to a field path protected by a hedge, and at the
next junction reaches a bench shaded by a poplar. The road turns right into part of the village
named Džubanov breg. The road across the highest open nook of the forested valley runs along
plum trees and fields (a linden tree in the corner),
and ascends at the edge of the field to Ambruzov
breg, a hamlet in Vučja Gomila (a bus stop). The
chapel of Vučja Gomila is a walk away from
a road turn, while a bell tower in the adjacent
settlement (Suhi Vrh) is seen on the northwest.
Vučja Gomila is a settlement of several
hamlets (Džubanov Breg, Ambruzov Breg etc.)
scattered along the hilly area and connected by
narrow roads. An idyllic Neo-Gothic chapel from

Chapel in Vučja Gomila

The path across the road runs through a
beech forest. Soon, the landscape opens: the view
offered by meadows, fields, small vineyards and
forest edges is completed by the chapel on the
hilltop. A path runs down the slope, turning at
a black locust grove (electricity line), a meadow
and a field on the right side. Then the trail runs
south through the valley forest, across sloped
fields and meadows, and later through a black
locust grove. After a sharp right turn, it crosses
the Sukičev potok creek and continues along
an overgrown area between two fields. Finally,
it reaches a forest path making the walk easy and
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comfortable. Leaving the chapel of Vučja Gomila
on the right, at the forest edge, the route runs
onto a field path and turns left towards southwest through a mixed forest. There, it reaches
the edge of vineyards − the top of Jelovškov breg
hill. The wineries can be used as rest stops. The
route crosses the Tešanovci–Suhi vrh road (a café
and a bus stop on the right), and soon a view
over the Pomurje plain – including Moravske
Toplice and Martjanci – opens up from the edges
of vineyards. Next to a walnut tree, the route
turns right where another winery also offers wine.
A cart track leads downhill, leaving the vineyard and the last house after a sharp left and
right turn. A footpath winds through a mixed
forest, leading to a footbridge across the gorge,
and through bushes.

The route leads left to a cart track among vast
fields. At a junction, it turns right, crossing a
small forest with the secluded Ribnjek creek, and
then left onto a road at the edge of the Brezje
hamlet. On the left side, the route reaches a field
path. On the east, a grove appears behind a creek,
and on the south, distant edges enclosing the
Pomurje plain appear in a bluish mist. The route
reaches a street on the edge of Moravske Toplice,
then follows the road leading from Suhi vrh. At
the end of the street, the trail turns right and then
left, passing a row of new houses and leading to
the Moravske Toplice main square known for
its healing water.

The evangelical church

Moravske Toplice is a popular spa resort and
recreation and holiday centre, which developed
from a former small settlement first recorded in
a proprietary sheet from 1366.
Despite its small size, Slovenia has several
healing water springs some of which were popular as early as the Roman period. Since the
late 19th century, the thermal spa culture has
developed extensively. Moravske Toplice holds
a prominent position among the numerous
Slovenian spa resorts. Rising from 1100 m under
the ground, thermal water has a temperature of
72 °C and is used in treating rheumatic and skin
diseases and for post-surgical therapy. Modern
swimming pools and wellness hotel complexes
have an image of the a contemporary European
spa resort.

The route runs from the church towards west
along a cycle track running by the main road
leading to Murska Sobota. Continuing along a
grove, some fields and a sports courts, the trail
turns from the road towards the centre of the
Martjanci village with the famous Church of
Saint Martin.
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Church of Saint Martin, the presbytery side

Martjanci was first recorded in 1365, and in
1366 it was registered as the centre of regional
seigneury. The 16th century Martjanci Hymnali,
the earliest record of the Prekmurje dialect, was
written in Martjanci during the Reformation
period.
The Church of Saint Martin in Martjanci is
an outstanding national monument. A compact
bell tower stands on the west side, ending in an
octagonal shape and bearing a Latin inscription:
“The church was built in 1392 in honour of saints,
and this is their relic.” The external fresco depicting Saint Christopher, the patron of travellers,
was made by Johannes Aquila. The saint’s features and clothes allude to the legends about the
settlement of Hungarians. The church interior
adorned with the priceless frescos by Johannes
Aquila, masterfully depicting episodes from the
life of Saint Martin, is of particular importance.
Visitors can admire the famous coat sharing
picture at the city gate of Amines, the miracle of resurrecting the three dead knights and
a fresco depicting Saint Martin’s death, which
shows priests gathered around Saint Martin’s

The Church of Saint Martin front

deathbed. This can be understood as a hint to
Saint Martin’s gift of connection and unity.
The route continues south between two
churches in the direction of the Noršinci, turning right and then exiting the settlement along
a cycle track on the left.
Leading across the Martjanski potok creek
bridge, the route runs west along the cycle track.
Then, it passes the Nemčavci sports and recreational centre, crosses the main road no. R232 in
Murska Sobota, and reaches Nemčavci.
Nemčavci is a village near Murska Sobota. In
1365, the king gave the village and its hamlets
to Croatian Ban Nikolaj Széchy and his brother,
bishop of Transylvania Domonkos. One of
the junctions features a chapel with the NeoRomanesque tower.

48

The route runs down a cycle track through the
industrial area at the northeast of Murska Sobota.
Then, it turns left to the road and right at a roundabout to the Lendavska ulica street. Through a
railway underpass, the road leads into the centre
of Murska Sobota. The town with a Renaissance
castle in the town park, the Evangelical church,
the Cathedral of Saint Nicholas, a hotel, a bus
and railway station and other cultural and economic infrastructure is the final stop of this
section.

THE MURSKA SOBOTA–ZREČE SECTION
Since the Middle Ages, Murska
Sobota (Hungarian: Muraszombat,
German: Olsnitz) has evolved into a
regional centre. The town has around
12,000 inhabitants. Counting the surrounding settlements, the number comes to
20,000. The inhabitants are mainly Slovenes, but
this is also home to a large Roma community and
some Hungarians. The Ledava river, one of the
Mura river tributaries, runs along the northern
edge of the town.
The prehistory archaeological artefacts and
findings from the Roman period and Early
Middle Ages prove that the area has been populated for a long time. The first records mention
the Church of Saint Nicholas and the area of
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Former Széchy mansion
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Belmura where Sobota was the largest town. In
1348, the area is recorded as Murazombota for
the first time, and in 1366 also as a town. The
town’s a long-standing tradition of trade fairs
dates from the Middle Ages. In 1919, the independent Republic of Prekmurje was proclaimed
in Murska Sobota, the first Bolshevik formation
in Slovenia, which existed for only 6 days.
The Renaissance castle in Murska Sobota was
built by Széchyi feudal lords in the 16th century
on the foundation of former medieval Bel Mura
castle first recorded in 1255. In 1687, Julia Széchy
and husband Franc Keri sold the castle and the
land to Peter Szapáry. Szapárys were the lords
of Murska Sobota until the end of WWI and the
castle was sold to the municipality. Located in the
10-hectare town park, it now houses the Pomurje
Museum. From the main castle portal on the east
side, an avenue runs to the Neo-Gothic complex
with the 1910 Evangelical church designed by
Ernő Gerely. The parish Church of Saint Nicholas,
which has been a cathedral since 2006, dates

The parish Church of St Nicholas

The Chapel of Saint Florian

The area (Hungarian: Korong, German: Kroth)
was populated as early as in the prehistoric times,
as attested by archaeological artefacts, especially
the oldest urn cemetery in Slovenia and also
the largest dating from the Bronze Age, from
approx. 3500 BC in central Europe. Krog was
first recorded as „Kurug” in 1298. The name indicates the tradition of pottery as the Hungarian
word “korong” means a potter’s wheel. A landmark of the settlement is the Chapel of Saint
Florian from 1849.
At to the chapel, the route turns right and exits
Krog at the cemetery. A straight road runs along
fields, villages at the southwest side and cemeteries in Satahovci and Murski Črnci. This is also the
direction of main road no. 3 connecting Murska
Sobota and Radenci. It is recommended to follow
the path along the main road. The route leaves
the cemetery of Gradišče and runs through the
two villages of Tropovci and Tišina.

from 1927. A painted, crosswise ribbed arch of
the Gothic presbytery dates from the 14th century. The church’s current image is the result of a
reconstruction conducted from 1910 from 1912
by architect Ladislav Takač.
From Murska Sobota, the route leads southwest down the Cankarjeva ulica street and
left down the Kroška ulica street and the road
towards the Krog village.

Gothic elements at the Church
of the Assumption of Mary

Tišina was first recorded in 1347 as Tystina,
Tropovci in 1365 as Tropoch. Both settlements
were owned by the Széchy family from the second half of the 14th c. and by the Szapáry and
Batthyány families from the late 17th c.
The most important monument is the 14th
century Nativity of Mary parish church, which
was extensively renovated in the mid 16th century. The building was expanded and arched in
the Baroque style in the 17th century, that followed by more reconstruction. Nonetheless, the
church retained its original Gothic image. The
1606 tombstone of Radgona mayor Karl von
Herberstorff from the Reformation period was
built into the southern wall of the church.
From the church, the route leads across the
Mokoš creek bridge to the Batthyány family curia
built in the 18th century. Next in a row of adjacent
villages is Petanjci, where the trail leads off the
main road at Dolnji Petanjci on the left side at
the chapel and at the Garden of Remembrance
and Comradeship. The chapel built by the Šiftar
and Debelak families after WW1 was later dedicated to war victims of the 20th century. The
garden extending over 1.5 hectares is a unique

natural and cultural monument to the WW2 victims of Nazism and Fascism, designed by a social
scientist, poet and university professor Vanek
Šiftar. The garden became public property in 1995.
Petanjci was first recorded in 1229 as
Pethenegh when it was owned by Pethenegh
landlords. The estate was later shared between
the Széchy and Nádasdy families. From 1598
to 1606, the Nádasdy court was offered shelter for a great number of Protestants who were
exiled from the Austrian Lands. It is assumed
that Johannes Kepler (1571–1630), a mathematician and astrologer exiled from Graz, also spent
a short time there. Petanjci is famous for its healing mineral water known since the Middle Ages,
which was not used until the late 19th century
when the Vogler family founded a company there.
A field path winding among the fields, oaks
and black locusts leads to a dyke protecting the
forested floodplain from River Mura. The route
turns right and leads between a flood forest on
the left and fields on the right. Houses of the
settlement can be seen in the distance. When
approaching them, it is worth to make a turn
by a sports field and visit the Neo-Gothic chapel
of Saint Florian built in the former Báthyany
court park.
The grassy dyke runs directly along the
fast-flowing River Mura. Not long ago, watermills on wooden boats operated on the Mura.

A chapel near the memorial park

The Neo-gothic chapel of Satin Florian
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Bridge view over the Mura River

The Murska Sobota-Radenci main road leads to
a rest stop under a bridge. From there, the stairs
lead to the bridge crossing the river. The route
runs across an overgrown floodplain characterised by rich fauna and flora. In Radenci, it
reaches the spa resort park on the left, with promenades and hotels, the mineral water spring and
the Chapel of Saint Anne.

After leaving the junction and the railway
underpass, the trail reaches the modern Church
of Saint Cyril and Methodius. Continuing along
the Kapelska cesta road, the route passes a small
chapel. Soon, it leaves the last house in the settlement, turns right at the junction and continues
along a side road towards the Radenci cemetery.
Following the route straight through a mixed forest and then left to a forest path leading to the
Kapelski vrh hill (312 m), one can find a peaceful
rest stop next to the Wine House. Ahead lies the
following inscription “The Queen of the Kapela
Vineyards − the Church of Mary Magdalene”
surrounded by vines. On the left stands the first
Slovenian round wine cellar.

Church of Mary Magdalene

Church of Saint Anna in the park

Radenci is a renowned spa resort town with
130 years of tradition, offering rich springs
of thermal and mineral water and world
renowned mineralised water, the 40 °C sodium-calcium-hydrogen-carbonate water with
high concentrations of lithium and bromine.
The water’s healing property was discovered in
1883 by a medical student Karl Friedrich Henn.

A wide view of the landscape opens up from
the hill. The hills of Slovenske gorice extend on
the south and west and the wide Pannonian
Plain and Goričko region on the north and east.
The main altar picture in the Church of Saint
Mary Magdalene built from 1823 to 1824 dates
from 1832 and represents the patron saint of
the church.
A macadam road passes the old vinedresser’s
cottage and the edge of Spodnji Kocjan, leading
to a field path towards south. There are solitude
crosses and a chapel on the way through the hollows and slopes among vineyard cottages, houses,
meadows and orchards. Attila, King of the Huns,
once travelled through the area and erected a
castle with a hot spring in the forest (The Route
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The parish Church of Saint George

of Attila). The trail descends into a valley covered with meadows, fields and forests. The access
road leads above the A5 motorway connecting
Maribor and Hungary. The route reaches the cultivated bed of Creek Ščavnica and the Dragotinci
village is seen in the distance. An 18th c. chapel
stands at the turning where the route turns right.
Down a field road, the trail crosses wide valleys
and the Ščavnica River and reaches the Biserjane
village. The main road leads west to the centre
of the area − Sveti Jurij ob Ščavnici (a guesthouse). Continuing left and then right, it leads
to a church.

the reservoir dam and continues down a footpath
on the north side of the lake, along meadows
and groups of trees. Leading through a forest
and along the upper side of the lake, the route
narrows down leading among houses and back
to the road it had left earlier (a cross, a bus stop).
The asphalt road among the fields and meadows
leads to Kraljevce.
There, it turns left (a chapel) leading off the
road. A footpath along the forest passes the lovely
cultivated basins on the left and leads uphill
under the treetops until it reaches a meadow
and a narrow road from Smolinski vrh. The route
leads right among a group of houses, fields and
groves, and in Kočki Vrh it crosses the road and

The parish church dedicated to the martyr
Saint George was first recorded in 1336 and was
rebuilt in the early 17th century.
Leaving the village and heading west, the trail
ascends a slope (a chapel). Then it leads into a forest, descends to the right at a Y-shaped turning
and leads down the wooden stairs on a forested
slope to a sunny bank of the man-made Lake
Blaguško jezero (a café). The trail then crosses

The picturesque lake of Blaguško jezero

on the hilltop (341m). A stone church was built
in the settlement in 1299. The present late Gothic
style building dates from 1546. From there, the
route returns to the road turning.
From the turn towards north, a beautiful view
opens up in a narrow street featuring the statue
of Saint John Nepomuk. Soon, the trail reaches
a house in Cenkova (a chapel, a cross) where it
continues among vineyards and groves. The hills
below were drilled through to make a tunnel for
the A5 motorway. At the foot of a hill (a cross),
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turns north. A left turn off the macadam road
leads to a valley and then uphill among vineyards
and orchards until the trail gets to a settlement
with a single street crossing the Peščeni vrh
ridge (a chapel). Down a footpath on the other
side and through the forest and vineyards the
route reaches an asphalt road in the next valley.
Following the valley uphill, the trail leaves the
road which turns right at the new sports field
and takes the ascending footpath to a junction in
Cerkvenjak (the Statue of Saint John Nepomuk).
Before continuing down the road, the route
leads left into the centre of Cerkvenjak, the
Church of Saint Anthony the Hermit standing

Church of Saint Anthony the Hermit

A beautiful yew tree growing amidst houses

the road turns left. In the Komarnica settlement,
next to a road which crosses the route (a bus
stop), the trail takes a sharp right turn. On the
north side of the bypassed hill, there is another
turning where the trail turns left. Leaving the
houses, vineyards and meadows, the route runs
along the fields to the east until the next turning.
There, it turns right and follows a range of hills.
The road leading towards the Ivanjski Vrh hill
(297m) runs along fields, groves, meadows, farms
and crosses. Through a forest, the route leads into
the valley of the Kunovski potok Creek towards
the dam of man-made Lake Negovsko jezero.
Next, it takes a sharp left turn and runs along
the lake shore down a field path through a shady
forest with tall trees and along picturesque
meadows to the edge of fields where it ascends
to the Kunova village. Across the grassy, abandoned path, the route leads north to the Mala

prehistoric settlements and human presence
in the Migration Period (stone and bronze tools,
Roman graves, medals). The most famous are the
Hallstatt helmets bearing Venetian inscriptions.
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Negovsko jezero Lake

Kunovska hill (279m) and then crosses the road
and descends into the valley of the Konuvski
potok creek, covered with meadows. Following
the route coming from the left, the trail runs
uphill on the right side until it gets to the Spodnji
Ivanjci–Negova main road (a cross). The left side
of the road features trees, meadows and apple
orchards until it reaches Negova (289 m).
Negova (German Negau) is an old, historical village. First recorded as Negoinzelo in
1106, the settlement was referred to as Negowe
in 1265. Archaeological artefacts attest to

The Negova castle

The construction of the castle started in the
early 15th century. The building was extended and
fortified over the next two centuries. In 1487, the
army of King Matthias Corvinus attempted to
conquer the castle. In 1542, the castle became
property of the Styrian aristocratic family
Trauttmansdorff who owned it until 1945.
Near the castle, the Nativity of Mary Church
was built from 1699 to 1710. The main altar dedicated to Saint Virgin Mary was built in 1712 and
a baptistery was added in 1850 by using stones
from the fence of former cemetery.

The Nativity of Mary Church

Down a field path leading south-east from
Negova, the route passes a cemetery. Following
the former Roman road to Poetovia (Ptuj) and
Emona (Ljubljana), the trail reaches the Gočova
settlement. Saint Martin walked this route when
heading from Pannonia to Italy. The route crosses
the basin, leaving behind the hill on the left
where Ločki Vrh with a beautiful view offers
two turnings leading into the hamlets. Ločki Vrh
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At the picturesque chapel

A view of the Negova castle

is the birthplace of Fran Kocbek. The famous
Slovenian mountaineer was a teacher in Žalec
and Gornji Grad. Leaving the forest, the route
reaches a turning (a cross), where the left turn
leads into the valley. The route runs along forests
and meadows, passes a chapel, and then opens to
a wonderful view adorned by the Church of The
Three Kings on top of a hill. From the Trotkova
hamlet, a narrow route leads uphill through open
and forested highlands (296m) to a church.
The church was named after the Sveti Trije
Kralji (The Three Kings) settlement. Today, the
settlement has approximately 50 people, but the
large church was built between 1558 and 1564
when more people lived in the area.

The church houses a beautiful reticulated arch
above the main nave and presbytery.
The church hill offers a view of the Benedikt
village and the Church of Saint Benedict in the
Drvanja valley at the north-west. The route follows the road leading south from the Church
of the Three Kings until it reaches the Drvanja
valley where it crosses the Benedikt–Osek road.
Making a few steps on the road (bridge across
the creek) coming from the opposite direction
we turn right and then left onto a field path passing groves, houses, meadows and fields until
the route reaches Obrat and (Spodnji) Ženjak
where it crosses a road.

The large Gothic church on the hilltop

A view from the Ločki vrh Hill towards Sveti trije kralji

In the area of the Ženjak, 26 helmets from the
Iron Age (5th–2nd c. BC) were discovered in 1811.
Although Negova is quite remote, they became
known as the Negova helmets. Helmets from the
Iron Age with similar shape are now called the
Negova type helmets.

with three towers erected in several stages of
construction. In 1663, the building was taken
over by Augustinian monks who built a monastery nearby. Besides the main altar, several side
altars and church paintings, the Loreto Chapel
with the statue of Black Madonna is one of the
landmarks of the facility.

Church of Saint Benedict

Descending down an open terrain and then
crossing the wide valley of the Ročica Creek, the
route leads towards the Zgornji Porčič settlement. Passing a cross, it gets to a road leading
into the settlement, where it turns left (a chapel)
and crosses the RIII.-747 Lenart-Osek-Ivanjci
road (a guesthouse). Then, it takes the street
uphill to the centre of the Sveta Trojica settlement with a church on the hilltop (291m).

A view of Sveta Trojica v Slovenskih Goricah

The town has long been known as a pilgrimage centre, also famous for its rich cultural and
social life.
The Church of the Trinity in Sveta Trojica
v Slovenskih goricah, featuring three bell towers, is a Baroque masterpiece. On the site where
three lights used to appear according to a folk
tale, a wooden chapel was first built in 1631.
The single-tower church was built between
1636 and 1643 and is now part of the presbytery. The church was given its majestic image

The two bell towers facing the square
were built from 1779 to 1780 and the frescos were completed around 1880. In 1811, the
Augustinians left the monastery. The Franciscans
took over the church and the monastery from
the diocesan priests in 1854.

Church of the Trinity

The western side of the church hill features a
surprisingly steep slope, so there are more than
180 stairs with Stations of the Cross on the opposite side of the church, leading to the shore of
Lake Trojiško jezero, where one is greeted by a
triangular chapel. After leaving the dyke enclosing the lake from the south, the route shortly
follows the road coming from Sveta Trojica and
then takes the road that opens up to the west,
through the centre of Zgornja Senarska (a chapel
in the village). Here, the route reaches the RII-439
Sv. Jurij-Cerkvenjak-Zgornja Senarska regional
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south and follows the mountain route leading
into the forest on the right side. A pleasant solitary route passes a spruce forest, runs across
a mountain pass and after a short steep part
bypasses a field at the lower end. Do not be
tempted by a road leading downhill! The trail
returns to the road and runs through a beech
forest on the hill slope. Passing houses, gardens
and fields, it reaches a wide left turning. On the
right side, one can see a chapel next to the road
towards Gradenšak. The route leads down a footpath behind the chapel and then uphill though a
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Main church entrance

road. First, it turns right, and when reaching the
regional road no. RI-229 Lenart–Ptuj, it turns
left and continues along the overpass crossing
the A5 motorway (a junction). At a cross, the
trail reaches Gočova located at the foot of the
hills on the other side. There, it turns right next
to the fire station in Gočova and leads across a
wide meadow to reach a road at the exit of the
village. Passing a forest and then some houses on
Gočovski vrh hill (312m), one will soon reach a
junction. Following the asphalt road to the right
and passing the forest and fields, the road turns

View of the Church in Sveta Trojica from a bank of the village lake

A view of Lake Radehova and Lenart

grove, finally crossing a bend. Continuing along
an ascending asphalt road, it gets to Zavrh. After
a left turn, the route soon reaches the lookout
tower located at the highest point (366m) (a
cross, an old grape press and the seedling of the
Maribor vine, the oldest /400-year-old/ vine in
the world, a guesthouse, a bus stop).

General Maister’s lookout tower at Zavrh
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View of Spodnja Voličina

There, a 17-metres two-storey green steel
structure is dedicated to General Rudolf Maister
(1874–1934). The general played an important
role in WWI defending the north Slovenian border, and later in the establishment of the former
Yugoslavian kingdom.
The route follows the path along hillsides,
passes a chapel and then turns right to a macadam road, soon arriving to Spodnja Voličina
where it leads down a winding road. Turning left
and leading across a grassy hill, the trail reaches
the settlement in the valley. It is the centre of the
Spodnja Voličina. Before continuing along the
asphalt road, the trail turns right towards the
Church of Saint Rupert.

View from the south side of the tower

From Spodnja Voličina to Maribor it follows
the white-yellow blazes for thematic hiking trails.
The route leaves the village down a slightly
ascending road through an open valley, turning

Church of Saint Rupert

west at every turning (crosses). Then, it follows a
small “pass” used as a watershed (a chapel). The
road leading into the valley on the other side is
surrounded by fields and meadows. At the turning along the forest edge, the trail takes a right
turn north. Passing a group of houses, it turns left
among the fields and meadows, turns west again,
and after a forest section makes a left turn in the
valley of the Jablanški potok creek, soon arriving
to Jablance (a chapel). At the junction next to the
chapel the route turns right. After a few steps, it
leaves the valley in a sharp left turn and runs over
a grassy slope. Passing forests and homesteads,
it reaches the road towards Zimica. It continues left towards the centre, but soon turns to the
road leading from the right, passing the groves
and meadows under the Hum plateau “decorated”
by sinkholes. The route turns left at the junction
and leads towards a house, but before reaching
the building, it arrives at a footpath and ascends
on the right edge (416m) of a beech forest plateau. North of the plateau, it descends down a
field path to the Zimica–R
 uperče road. Following
this road and passing a few farms, the trail turns
left at the turning in Ruperče. A narrow asphalt
road first bypasses the basin and then descends
down the edges of the basin. The trail crosses the
Pernica−Malečnik road and, after a few steps to
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the right, follows the slope along a narrow path
opening to the left. Attention! The road leads to
an area descending north, but the route continues left, follows a forest path to the forest edge
and then leads uphill past vineyards! There, it
reaches a nice asphalt road leading along the
hilly landscape of Slovenske gorice.

View opening from the north part of the vineyards

road leading to the right, the trail takes the first
left turn and then leads towards the picturesque
Church of the Virgin Mary seen from the hillside above Malečnik. Before reaching Vodole,
the trail is joined by the Mary’s Pilgrimage Route
coming from Pernica, and after a 10-minute walk
turns left towards Gorca and Malečnik.

View from the vineyards

At the southwest, one can see the majestic Pohorje mountains and its ski slopes rising
above the Dravsko polje plain, while the Church
of the Virgin Mary in Gorca below overlooks
the landscape.

View of the Church of the Virgin Mary at Gorca
Church of the Virgin Mary at Gorca

Soon after a sharp right turn the route turns
left at the next T-shaped turning, reaching the
Vodole village – the vineyards are complemented
by wineries and boarding houses. Leaving the

The Gothic church on top of a hill above
Malečnik, which is surrounded by a cemetery
and vineyards (349m), was built in the 16th

follows the forest path uphill along the south
side, covered with vineyards, to a footpath leading to the top.
Through the forest, the trail reaches the hilltop.
Afterwards, it ascends the top (384m) of historically significant Piramida hill from the right side.

Under the Piramida Hill

century. To the southeast, past the Stations of
the Cross on the beautiful Kalvarija Hill, one
can descend to Malečnik on the Drava River
and visit the Church of Saint Peter from the 13th
century.

The Markburg “border fort”, after which the
city was named (Markburg/Marburg/Maribor),
once stood at the top of the hill. Archaeological
excavations indicated that a guard post was built
at the top as early as the Roman period to protect the trade and military route in the valley of
River Drava. The fort was later extended and in
1784 the family of Brandisi demolished it and
used the material to reconstruct one of its mansions. A stone pyramid was first erected on the
site of the castle, but it was destroyed in 1821 by
a stroke of lightning and the Chapel of Virgin
Mary was built on the spot.

View of the Calvary and Kozjak at the background

The route passes Vodole and runs along vineyards and grassy slopes to the underpass of the
A1 motorway connecting Ljubljana and Austria.
On the other side, it turns left and then right,
crossing the slope and passing houses, gardens,
vineyards and groves. More and more roads start
to converge. The trail descends the Stolni vrh hill
in a sharp right turn and reaches the outskirts of
Maribor (Meljski dol). The route then turns right,
into a street running along the main road next
to the expressway towards Pesnica, and crosses
the expressway and overpass across the Maribor–
Graz railway line. Soon, the trail turns left and
takes very steep, winding side streets towards
the Piramida hill. Soon, it leaves the houses and

The Church of Saint Urban in the distance

From the hilltop, a footpath leads all the
way back to the foot of the hill. A short route
leads into the city park. One version of the
route marked with white-yellow blazes leads to
the left though the city centre and to the bank
of River Drava and the Koroški most Bridge,
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where it joins the route leading across Urban
and Kamnica. The city centre offers many sights
in Maribor’s old town, e.g. the castle and the
cathedral, the Church of Saint John the Baptist,
the main square and sights along the Drava bank.
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Excavations at the Piramida castle

Maribor, the second largest Slovenian
city extends along both banks of the
Drava. It is a university city and a cultural centre with a theatre and an opera.
The city is also an industrial centre lying
along the old trade route. Maribor is twinned
with the French city of Tours, where Saint Martin
of Tours was buried.
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The former mansion

with the former Maribor castle, now a museum.
Under the square is one of the largest and oldest wine cellars in Europe, which is 2.5 km long
and extending over 20,000 m2. Then, the trail
leads southwest to the Church of Saint John

View of the Piramida Hill from the city outskirts

Maribor became a city in 1254. In 1278,
the area fell under the Habsburg Empire and
remained part of the Austrian Styria until 1918.
The old centre lies on the north (left) bank
of the Drava. It is worth taking a walk along the
cosy streets and squares. Across the city park and
down the Ulica Heroja Tomšiča and Grajska
ulica, the trail reaches the Trg svobode square

Lent, Maribor

Cathedral of Saint John the Baptist
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Maribor

the Baptist on the Slomškov trg square. Once a
Romanesque basilica from the 14th century, the
church was reconstructed several times. A cemetery was once encircling the building and is now
commemorated by the eternal light on a 1517
pillar. The statue of Anton Martin Slomšek, the
first Maribor bishop, stands in the square. Along
the narrow streets to the south, the trail reaches
the Glavni trg square. This is the “heart” of the
old city, a medieval trading and market centre.
The Town Hall from 1515 was reconstructed in
the Renaissance style between 1563 and 1565.
Nearby is the Baroque Church of Saint Aloysius.
The Water Tower, one of the castles’ bastilles,
stands directly on the Drava bank. Opposite the
bastille is the Jewish Tower, which was defended
by the Jewish inhabitants during the attacks.

City Hall

Flowers, promenades and lakes in the park

One of the guesthouses along the Drava promenade features the oldest vine in Europe (around
400 years old), which still bears grapes.
The route is marked by white-red Knafelc
blazes in the section leading from the Maribor
city park to the Sveti Urban hill.
The city park stretches north of the Ribniško
selo valley, so the route continues in the shade
of trees along the edge of a meadow which was
turned into a park. Once it reaches Ribniško
selo, a street to the right leads to the main road.
Leaving the settlement, the trail ascends a hill,
leading along a field path on the right side. A cart
track that branches off the road coming from
the left, and then runs through a mixed forest,
leads to the southern part of the Marinov breg
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View of the Church of Saint Urban as next destination

hill where the route bypasses the hilltop on the
west until it gets to the northern part of the hill.
There, it leads through a beech forest to the valley of the Vinarski potok creek, follows a path and
soon arrives at the Zunkejev breg hill. After a few
steps to the left, the path winds downhill to the
upper corner of the valley overgrown with trees
and vineyards and featuring with meadows and
houses. A beautiful scenic view over the bluish
mists of Pohorje in the distance opens up from
a field path leading over the hillside. The trail
arrives at a narrow mountain pass and the path
slowly turns west. There, one can see an old wine
cellar and vineyards. At the hilltop on the opposite side, is the next stop − the Church of Saint

leads to the northern pass of the grassy hilltop.
The route continues south over a steep hillside
along a narrow asphalt road, and then up a driveway coming from the south (a chapel) to the
Church of Saint Urban (596m).

Church of Saint Urban

The popular sight of the Church of Saint
Urban, which is surrounded by a cemetery,
stands on a grassy hilltop overgrown with vine.

The blue mists of Pohorje

Urban. The route runs down the road across the
hill edges, crosses the Kungota–Kamnica road
(a chapel, a final city bus stop), and heads uphill
to the church. The first part of the route is an
asphalted road. The remaining part runs on a
steep path through a thick beech forest. From
the beech and later black locust forest, the route
leads up a grassy mountain crest. A hillside road

There, the trail leads back onto a grassy hillside, turning right and arriving at a levelled beech
forest footpath on the left side, where it crosses
a road curve. Following the asphalt road for a
while, the route turns left and leads downhill
along the edges of the hill. A meadow offering
an enchanting view over the Church of Saint
Urban is followed by a thick forest of tall trees.
The track bypasses the hill (536m) and runs down
a mountain path from a grassy pass above the
basin featuring a grove.
From the Lucijin breg hill to Vurberk, the
white-yellow blazes mark thematic hiking trails.
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In a beech forest, the route leaves the top of
Lucijin breg (525m) and turns left, then passing the next hill (535m) and leaving a deserted

Church of Saint Martin

A picturesque view of the church

chapel. The trail descends to the orchard edge
where a field path leads in to the valley across
gardens, leading to a road in Kamnica. From
there (a city bus stop), the centre of Kamnica is
just a few steps away and the Church of Saint
Martin is situated on the right side.

Part of the frescoes in the Church of Saint Martin

The Church of Saint Martin was first constructed in the 12th century. The Romanesque

building was expanded in the Gothic style in the
14th and 15th centuries. By the 18th century, the
church had already been in poor condition and
was renovated in the Baroque style by using the
remains of the old building. However, certain
Gothic details (e.g. the apse) were retained. The
Kamnica church is duly considered one of the
most important Slovene Baroque monuments.
Besides other ornaments, the church is particularly notable for its four-domed ceiling depicting
rare scenes from the life of the church patron
Saitnt Martin as well as symbolic characters and
sayings in the form of riddles the meaning of
which is revealed by the Latin inscription at the
central scene of the paining.
From the church, the route follows the road
to the east, turns right and passes a cemetery.
Then, it crosses the main road no. 1 connecting
Dravograd and Maribor and leads down a road
heading towards groves by the River Drava (a
gravelled parking area). A bridge leads to the
adjacent Mariborski otok (Maribor Island, a
swimming area) which was proclaimed cultural
heritage in 1951. The trail continues along the
left bank of the Drava, through the Koblar bay
featuring a guesthouse.
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Today, the rafts are used to transport tourists

The chapel on Pekrska gorca

It crosses the new, wide Drava Bridge
(Koroška Bridge) connecting the west suburbia
of Maribor. The river bank on the right side further down features the bell tower of the Church of
Saint Joseph. After crossing the Koroška Bridge,
the route turns right and heads down the stairs

The trail passes some tennis courts and the
edge of a spruce forest (a guesthouse). Reaching
the Studenška cesta road, it turns right and
crosses a bridge to reach a turning leading to
a residential house where it turns right onto a
driveway leading to a house. After reaching the
house, the route runs along a narrow path leading under an overhead power line and through
a forest to the Na griču street. Then it turns left
and leads to the Lackova cesta main road, crosses
the road and runs along the Mlinska ulica street
in the direction of Pohorje until it reaches the
Zgornje Radvanje residential area. On the right,
towards the Rožna dolina valley, once can find
several boarding houses, guesthouses and cafes.
This part of the city lies directly at the foot of the
Pohorje mountain range, in the vicinity of the ski
centre rising to the altitude of 1347m (hotels, ski
slopes, a ski lift etc). The trail passes the Radvanje
hunting club lodge and runs along a macadam
road along the foot of a hill, leading to a small
pond at a cosy spot overgrown with trees. The
forest path leads to a group of houses. On the

View of Kamnica from the bridge

leading to the Obrežna ulica street, and then
left to the Žabotova ulica street leading into the
Sokolska ulica street. The trail shortly runs along
this street and, after a couple of metres, turns
right and left to the railway overpass crossing
the Maribor–Dravograd railway line, where it
finally leaves the Studenci city district along the
Pekrska cesta road and Kamenškova ulica street.
The trails shows a view over the Pohorje until
it gets to the foot of the Pekrska gorca hillock.
On the right, passing the Stations of the Cross,
one ascends the hilltop (352m) which features
forests and vineyards and is adorned by a church
consecrated in 1835, offering a breathtaking view
over the Maribor and Limbuš surroundings.

Funicular leading to the top

leaves Maribor. An asphalt road leads to the main
road. On the left side, one can see the Betnava
Mansion. The traffic road soon turns left, and a
field footpath leading along it reaches Razvanje
located at the foot of Pohorje.

monument, the trail turns left, crosses the main
road and, at the edge of the Betnava forest (a
cafe, a rest stop), leads towards Maribor again.
Passing a huge cross standing at the edge of a
field and then a forest, the route turns right and

An asphalt road with a left turning, winding
among cultivated fields and groups of houses
along the plain of the Dravsko polje, continues the trail. Crossing the express road no. 13,
the route passes a stream running through the
Bohova settlement. Then, it crosses the railway
line (Maribor–Zidani Most) and, after a left turning, turns right and passes an artificial stream
bed, where it leads to a macadam road. Following
the bed of the 100-year flood stream and passing under the A1 motorway, the trail runs among
the vast fields and forests (motorway junction)
until it reaches the road towards Rogoza. There,
it turns left and follows the road leading into the
village. From the side street leading south from
the centre, the route turns right and leaves the
houses, following the macadam road on the left.
Then it takes a sharp left turn and runs northeast,
accompanied by a forest belt on the left and fields
on the right. Crossing the Rogoza–Skoke main
road (a pizzeria), one can make a stop at the next
forest section and stream bank, next to a small
artificial lake called Miklavška mlaka. The road
leads left through a forest, passes a monument
and leads to the centre of Miklavž na Dravskem
polju. After crossing the Maribor−Ptuj main
road, it crosses the bridge over the penstock of
Zlatoličje hydroelectric power plant and reaches

Church of Saint Michael

The shore of a picturesque lake
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The shore of a small pond

other side, the route turns right and continues
through a tall forest and across a green meadow,
offering a nice view over the outskirts of Maribor.
On the left, the trail reaches the end of the street
and soon turns right towards a field path. At a
poplar-tree promenade, which leads to a WWII

View of Pekrska gorca and Kamnica
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Church of Saint Nicholas

River Drava at Zgornji Duplek

the old part of the village featuring the Church
of Saint Nicholas (Miklavž) after which the settlement was named.

the edge of the Dogoše village. It turns right at
the Maribor-Duplek main road and crosses the
bridge over the Drava river. After a right turn, it
leads among the houses of Zgornji Duplek. At
the turning, the trail turns left towards Zimice
and then right until it reaches a field path. At
end of the path, it crosses one road only to get
to another one. After two turns, one can see the
edge of the Spodnji Duplek village. Attention!
Just before the main road, the route turns left
onto a pavement running along a corn field.
There, it crosses a bridge over the Završki potok
creek and runs up forest hillside until it gets to a
road leading north towards the village (Chapel).
Continuing on the other side along a street leading left and the right, it runs along a narrow strip
at the edge of a field furrow, across sports courts.
Turning at the crossroad and a few steps along a
street opening on the left, the route turns right,
crosses the bridge over Korenski potok creek,
and returns to the pavement leading among
houses. There, it reaches a road. The trail then
runs through vast cultivated fields. After a bend,
pilgrims are greeted by a chapel built in 1924 and
the trail turns right at the “Y” junction and leads
below a forested slope, passing houses, fields and
pastures (a chapel) until it reaches the Dvorjane
settlement. At the south of the settlement, after
a right turning (a roundabout), the trail arrives
to the Church of Saint Martin.

The church was first recorded in 1382. The
now renovated building displays beautiful details
from the Romanesque period. The fresco of Saint
Nicholas is clearly visible at the façade of the
church.
The route continues south and soon the
houses on the left side are replaced by a forest.
Next to the main road, the trail turns left and
leads to a local road. On the right side, pilgrims
can visit a burial mound exhibition site. From
Miklavž, the route follows an asphalt road running along cultivated fields and the south side
of the Miklavžev ribnik pond. Crossing the
fields along a field path on the right, it continues through a flood forest along the Drava River.
There, the landscape opens up again and the trail
passes a fence of the modern treatment plant
and runs along an access road until it reaches

Burial mound presentation site

At the site of the present building, a church
stood as early as the 15th century. On its foundations, a new church was built around 1500 and
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A chapel by the route

then rearranged and extended in the Baroque
style in 1782. The main image altar represents
Saint Martin.
The route continues along the road leading among meadows and cultivated fields to
Krčevina pri Vurberku until it reaches the first

Church of Saint Martin

houses of the Vurberk village where a signpost
points towards a road leading through a forest
valley that opens up on the left. Heading towards
the Vurberk castle hill, the trail reaches a grassy
terrace. Leaving the village, it turns left and leads
uphill into a lovely beech forest, a narrow path
ascending along the hillside. After passing a
few solitary spruces, the route reaches the road
(a chapel on the left) leading to Vurberk. On
the other side, it ascends into a forest along a
macadam road and continues along a terraced
footpath to the Church of the Assumption of
Virgin Mary (a guesthouse is nearby) under the
Vurberg castle. An asphalt roads winds uphill,
leading to the castle gate.

Church of the Assumption of Virgin Mary

On the site of the Church of the Assumption
of Virgin Mary, a small church stood as early
as the 14th century. Later on, another building
was erected and dedicated to Saint Nicholas
in 1510. The church was damaged during the
Turkish invasions. As it became too small for an
increasing number of pilgrims, a new Baroque
church was built between 1775 and 1776 and
preserved to this day.
The Vurberg castle (German: Wurenberg),
wich was built in the 13th century, was owned
by several aristocratic Styrian families until the
end of WWII. In February 1945, it was almost
completely destroyed in an allied bombing attack.
By using the preserved towers, the building was
partly reconstructed and an open-air theatre was
arranged at the castle.

Vurberg Castle – stage at the open air theatre
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A view of Dravsko polje

The route runs up the Hinčev breg hill

From Vurberk to the spa resort in Ptuj, the
pilgrims are guided by white-red Knafelc blazes.
Along the Slovenske gorice hiking trail, which
branches off the narrow road below the castle
gate, the trail runs through a shady, thick beech
forest to a mountain pass between the castle hill
and Kozjak hill, which is crossed by a road. The
route continues straight uphill along a gravel
road and through a beech forest and bypasses the
top of the Kozjak hill (407m) where it reaches a
pilgrimage route. Once the trail leaves the forest,
the meadows are replaced by vineyards, orchards
and houses. A cross stands along the road as if
protecting it. At a three-way turning (Plančeva
kapelica chapel), the route continues down the
middle road. Next to the information board in
the Grajena suburban district, the route turns
right and descends down a local road until it
reaches a junction in an area of orchards. The
line of houses belong to the village of Krčevina
pri Vurberku. Surrounded by fields, vineyards
and apple trees, the trail reaches the next threeway turning (a cross) where it takes the middle
road once again. Attention! The route leaves the
asphalt road just above the Breg homestead in
the village. Continuing down the gravel access
road on the right, it immediately turns left along
the edge of a vineyard and leads downhill to one
of the buildings of the Breg farm. From the Breg
farm, it leads on the gravel driveway as far the
nearby forest. The blazes lead right, into a forest where the trail follows a footpath of a dark
mixed forest spreading over the northern slope
of the Hum hill (333m). Continuing down the

asphalt road running from the hilltop, the route
turns left and then right, running along a road
passing fields and groups of houses. Turning to a
field road running along the valley, which comes
from the right side, one soon arrives at a path
with a forest on the left side. Before reaching the
Petek homestead, it turns left into a forest and
ascends the forest path to the top of the Hinčev
hrib hill where a wide view over the Drava river
and Dravsko polje opens up. There, it continues along the ridge past the Horvat homestead
to the Sovre’s Route (Sovretova pot). The trail
then turns left, back to the hilltop which is
densely built-up at that point, and then continues down the street that crosses the route on the
right to finally descend to the main road along
the Drava river in the Vičava district, which is a
part of Ptuj. Along a short field furrow, the trail
descends to the bank of the Drava River and runs
down the Vičava Route (Vičavska pot) along the
Dominican monastery until it reaches the centre of Town Ptuj.

View of Ptuj by the River Drava
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The town of Ptuj (Latin: Poetovio or
Petuvium, German: Pettau, the medieval Hungarian name is Potoj) is the
oldest settlement in Slovenia. The town
was first recorded in the year 69, in the era
of Vespasianus who was elected emperor by
the Pannonian legion commanders of this area.

Ptuj

Emperor Trajan proclaimed Ptuj a town in 102.
It has been established that Ptuj was home to the
Old Christian community as early as the 3rd century. Bishop Saint Victorinus was executed here
during the Diocletian Persecution of Christians. A
monument in his honour was unveiled in 2003
to commemorate the 1700th anniversary of his
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The castle stands on a hill rising above the town.

martyrdom. In 378, the city was demolished by
the Goths, and in 452 by the Huns. In the late
9th century, a Salzburg bishop became the ruler
of the city. Over the following centuries, the
city was owned by the Austrian and Hungarian
princes. From the 16th century to 1918, it was
part of the Habsburg Monarchy. In the Middle
Ages, Ptuj was an important commercial centre
which traded mostly in wine.

The castle courtyard with the triple arching

The Ptuj Castle stands on a hill rising above
the town. In the strategically important area, settlements were built as early as the Roman times
and dwellings from the Early Bronze Age were
also found here. The medieval castle was first
recorded in the 12th century, but the fortress had
been built long before that. When the threat of
Turkish invasions was over, the building was used
as a residential mansion.
Although covered with a Baroque helmet-shaped roof, the city tower rising high above
the houses dates from 1554. It was built by Italian
builder Antonio de Riva. As a watchtower, the

The city tower

structure was part of a defence system and, due
to its height, it also served as a firewatch tower.
In the 17th century, the bell tower of the Church
of Saint George which was built next to the tower
was destroyed in a fire, and the town’s tower was
reconstructed into a bell tower. Next to the bell
tower stands a 5-metre Orpheus Monument
from the 2nd century. The former Roman tombstone was used as a pillory in the Middle Ages.
The Church of Saint George built in the Gothic
style has been the town parish church since
1863. The first church on this site was the Old
Christian basilica built in the 12th century in the
Romanesque style. Some Romanesque elements
were preserved when the church was renovated

Church of Saint George
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in the Gothic style. One of the oldest Ptuj’s buildings is the Dominican monastery from 1230,
which burned down in 1302 and was reconstructed in the early 15th century. The majestic
Gothic round corridor remains to this day. In
1926, the building was turned into a museum.
Conventual Franciscans started the construction of their monastery and the adjacent church
in the Gothic style, dedicated to Saint Peter and
Paul, in the late 13th century. From 1680, they
expanded the monastery in the Baroques style
of the period.
Passing the Ivan Potrč Library along the
Dravska ulica street, the route crosses a footbridge and leaves the city centre by crossing a
small bridge for pedestrians and cyclists. The
other side of the Drava river offers a nice view
over the castle. There, the route turns right and
follows the footpath along the river bank. At the
edge of the spa resort, it heads towards the main
entrance on the left (a parking area).
From the spa resort and all the way to
Slovenska Bistrica, white-yellow blazes mark
thematic hiking trails.

Spodnja Hajdina and, after taking the right “Y”
road turning (a chapel), it crosses the Maribor−
Cvetlin main road, reaching Zgornja Hajdina (a
guesthouse). Next to the Chapel of Saint Martin,
located on the corner of a transverse street, the
route takes a mild right turn and reaches the
Church of Saint Martin.
The area of Hajdina was populated as early as
the 4th century BC. In Hajdina, one of the oldest mithraea dating from the 2nd century was
found (Mithraic presbytery). The municipality’s
coat-of-arms includes the image of the sun god
Mithra carrying a bull on his back. The Chapel
of Saint Martin, built in 1909, displays a scene
where Martin gave up part of his coat. The parish church dedicated to Saint Martin was built
around 1390 in the Gothic style. However, it was
reconstructed several times over the following
centuries. The interior of the church presbytery
is enclosed with a star-shaped arch, which was
the first of its kind in Slovenia.
After visiting the Church of Saint Martin,
pilgrims can exit the settlement and continue
towards the fields. Crossing the road leading
under the A4 motorway connecting Maribor with
Zagreb and the Hodoš–Pragersko(–Ljubljana)
railway line, the route turns left and makes a
right turn (a pub) bypassing Zgornja Hajdina,
then continuing down the access road of the new
residential area straight towards the local road
junction. From there, it follows the straight gravel

Church of Saint Martin

Passing the hotel and then continuing along
the European Route (Evropska pot), the trail leads
across an open terrain. Crossing the asphalt road
and through a spruce forest at the edge of the
Breg district of Ptuj (a golf course), it reaches the
main road (a guesthouse) exiting the city. Here,
it turns left continuing down the road though

Lovrenc na Dravskem polju, Church of Saint Lawrence
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Ptujska Gora

road along the forest edge. Soon, it reaches a typical lowland forest through which it arrives at a
residential house at the address Trnovec 1. The
road leads among the fields where a view over
the mountain range and the Donačka gora hill
(884m) opens up towards the Apače village. In
front of Apače, one can spot the next stop − a
church standing on a forested mountain range.
It is the hill of Ptujska Gora. Passing a chapel
from 1920, the route turns left and then right,
leading to the centre of Apače. Then, the trail
turns right and then left again at the end of the
settlement where it reaches a field path leading
west. From the north-south road, the it turns
left among the houses of Lovrenc na Dravskem
polju until it reaches a junction (Mary’s Chapel)
and it takes a right turn towards the Church of
Saint Lawrence.

View of the cemetery hill from the pilgrim's church

The route leaves the settlement by taking a
road heading south straight from the chapel and
among vast fields. The renowned Ptujska Gora
Church is visible on the forested mountain range
rising on the opposite side, towards southwest. An
open, straight area is disrupted by the Polskava
river featuring a bridge. Following a road running along the forest edge, the trails turns right
and then left at the first junction, ascending to
the ridge. On the ridge top, it follows the asphalt
local road and turns right at a cross. The route
mostly leads across a nice mixed forest all the
way to the cemetery. Passing the cemetery church
of Saint Leonard and after descending to a road,
it turns left and soon reaches the famous Basilica
of the Virgin Mary the Protector in Ptujska Gora.
The three-nave Ptujska Gora pilgrimage
church (German Maria Neustift or. Pettauberg)
built in the 15th century in the Gothic style
honours the Virgin Mary. Up to 1918, it was
the second most popular place of pilgrimage in
Styria after Mariazell, with pilgrimages starting in 1615.
The church was built between 1398 and 1410
through donations from the local aristocrats.
Among them were the Counts of Celje, who are
known from the Hungarian history. Between
1471 and 1493, the church was fortified and surrounded by a wall because of the news about
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View of Donačka gora

The Gothic church interior

possible arrival of Turkish conquerors. The
greatest landmark of the breathtaking Gothic
building is the relief of the Mantled Virgin Mary
the Protector, which ornaments the Baroque
main altar and dates from around 1410. It is
considered the most beautiful complete sacral
artwork of the time that remains preserved to
this day. According to a legend from the time of
Turkish invaders, Virgin Mary brought clouds
above the hill to hide the church from a view. The
locals called the area the Black Hill (Črna gora)
for centuries, until 1937 when the Franciscans
took over the church and the named the village
Ptujska Gora.

The pilgrim's church at a picturesque square

In 1447, the village was granted market rights
and became a market town (oppidum). This way,
it also received rights relating to judicature and
legislation. A reminder of those times is the pillory which was used to tie up petty criminals.
The pillory erected in 1855 is a true copy of the
one dating from the 15th century.
South of the church, steps lead down the
slope past an elementary school to the road running west where the route turns right towards
Majšperk, passing some houses on the way.
Instead of the busy main road, it is recommended
to take a wavy forest path. Turning left towards
a footpath and leaving some farms, meadows
and vineyards, the route descends into a valley covered with mixed forest. There, it takes a
footbridge across usually dry river bed and leads
across small overgrown clearings. The trail continues along the right side of the valley. Soon, it
ascends a slope covered with beech forest. At the
top, it runs towards houses and gardens and leads
onto an asphalt road which turns right at the

Church of Saint Nicholas

edge of the settlement. There, it reaches a path
leading through mixed forest, which runs on the
left. Descending downhill and turning right, the
route follows some gardens and the southern
edge of the field protected by the shade of trees.
Then, it crosses a cart track. Left of the meadow
on the other side, a footpath leads into a beech
forest and descends down a slope. Crossing a
ditch, the trail reaches the Majšperk village
stretching along the edge of the Dravinja valley,
where it turns right at a junction of main roads
to reach the Church of Saint Nicholas.
At the Y-junction (a cross) of the main road,
the trail ascends to Medvedce up a forested slope
and returns to an approximately 300-metre wavy
crest of the Dravinjske gorice hills, stretching
between the Polskava and Dravinja rivers.
The road running along the mountain crest
leads along forests and meadows, passing the
hamlets of Savinjsko on the west, while the
mountain ranges of Pohorje and Boč occasionally appear on the horizon. At every junction,
the trail takes the turn that runs over the hilltop.
Please, pay special attention at the junction (a
chapel) leading towards Sestrže. From there on,
the slope descends from the north and the valleys are covered by vast forests. After taking a few
steps along the road running from the direction
of Sestrže and turning left towards the Mostečno
settlement, the route keeps the previous direction and leaves the turning (a cross) at the edge
of a meadow. Then, it reaches a macadam road,

Mountain route passing through
beech forest above Brezje
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View of Boč

leaving the houses and meadows and soon following a path through a majestic forest. The
beech trees are occasionally mixed with spruces,
and one can see green ferns at the roots. The
trail reaches a field featuring an overhead power
line. After a few steps along the main road in the
Vrhloga settlement, it turns right. Leaving the
fields, the last one offering a nice view over the
top of the Boč mountain, the trail runs through
a mixed forest and down a footpath through an
oak forest on a 306-metre slope which leads to
the road towards Črešnjevec. Below the road,
there is a railway line tunnel (Maribor–Pragersko–
Celje–Zidani Most). The trail reaches the centre
of the Črešnjevec village (a bus stop, a roundabout), makes a slight turn right and arrives at the
Church of Saint Michael.

Church of Saint Michael at Črešnjevec

The Church of Saint Michael in Črešnjevci,
which is surrounded by walls, was first recorded
in 1252. A small Romanesque-style building was
expanded around 1374 and reconstructed in the
Baroque style in the early 18th century.
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mountain also appearing in the distance. The
trail runs through thick forest and then passes
some fields and an orchard, leading to Spodnja
Nova vas. Then, it continues among meadows
and above the A1 Maribor–Ljubljana motorway. After crossing the motorway, it reaches
Slovenska Bistrica. In the street at the edge of
the town, stands the Church of Saint Joseph.

Preserved part of the Medieval wall

From the roundabout, the route continues
northwest along a cart track running among
orchards and fields. Then, it winds through
a forest. From orchards on the hill above the
Leskovec village, one can see the Ptujska Gora
Church, the bluish silhouette of the Donačka gora

Donačka gora from a distance

The Baroque Church of Saint Joseph

The Baroque Church of Saint Joseph with
two bell towers is situated at the eastern edge
of the city. It was built between 1745 and 1757
in the Baroque style according to the designs
of a Maribor architect Josef Hoffer. The painting at the main altar, which represents Saint
Joseph’s death, and the altar itself were created
by Maribor artists.
The trail reaches the main road no. 430
Maribor–Celje (a chapel) leading left (Mariborska
cesta road) to the centre of Slovenska Bistrica (The
Church of Saint Bartholomew, The Church of
the Mother of Sorrows, a tourist information
centre, a castle on the right, a boarding house/
guesthouse and a bus stop on the left).

Slovenska Bistrica (German: Win
dischfeistritz) was established in
the 13th century at the crossroads
of important trade routes. The town
was built on the ruins of a Roman settlement called Civitas Negotiana. The earliest
record of Slovenska Bistrica as a town dates from
1311. In the following period, Slovenska Bistrica
was enclosed by a defensive wall and a moat.
Originally, the defence system enclosing the
city included the Grasl’s Tower, which was also
known as the Grain tower. The only thing that
remains of the former wall today are its ruins.
The Slovenska Bistrica Castle was first
recorded in official documents in the 14th century. Over the centuries, the property changed
several owners. Between 1623 and 1651, it was
reconstructed into a Baroque mansion with
three corner towers and one round tower and an
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The mansion in Slovenska Bistrica

enclosed courtyard. The interior boasts a beautiful two-storey Knights’ Hall with frescos from
the early 18th century.

From the town centre, the route runs west
and continues down a street running along the
Bistrica river bed where it passes the castle and
heads towards Zgornja Bistrica. Then, it passes
a health care centre, factory and guesthouse.
From there, it follows the main road on the left
until it reaches a water reservoir where one can
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Church of Saint Bartholomew

The Church of Saint Bartholomew at the
north edge of the old town was the first sacred
building built in the same period as the town
itself. The building was first recorded in 1240.
The ruins of the original church were found
near the north and west wall and near the tower.
The first record of the Church of Mary of the
Seven Sorrows located in the southern part of
the town centre dates from 1379. The church
acquired its current image after the reconstruction which lasted from 1652 to 1685. The former
Conventual Franciscan monastery, situated next
to the church, was built in the 17th century and
was owned by the monks until 1782 when the
order was dissolved.

Church of Saint Mary

Bistrica gorge

observe the picturesque Bistrica Gorge (Bistriški
Vintgar). A shady forest of tall trees is interrupted
by a young spruce forest. The trail takes a footbridge over a creek running on rocky sections
and nooks to reach the other side. After some

A bridge over the creek
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The Roman quarry

Ruins of the old mill

time, it reaches the Roman quarry from where
white marble was transported to Celje and Ptuj.
From there, it runs up a steep hill and turns right,
passing the Šum waterfall which can be accessed
on a slippery and narrow path secured with wire
ropes. The route from the Šum waterfall then
merges with the original route soon leading to
a junction. There, the path turns right, crosses
a small bridge and follows the marked route
along the Bistrica river bed. One can see an old
mill along the trail. Next to the mill, a signpost
points right towards an uphill cart track. First,

the route runs through a forest, but at the edge
of a meadow it ascends to an asphalt road connecting Zgornja Nova vas and Smrečno. Crossing
this road, it continues along a gravel road for a
few metres and then turns left, leading onto a
descending forest cart track. When it reaches
a small creek, the cart track again ascends to
a homestead, where the route turns right and
descends to the Devina river valley. After crossing the Devina river, which is really only a small
creek at this point, it ascends along a cart track
to an asphalt road in Šmartno na Pohorju. After

The highest lying cascade of Žlebnik waterfall

The Šum waterfall

taking the right turn, there is only a short walk
to the centre of Šmartno featuring the Church
of Saint Martin.
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It is worth to visit Šmartno na Pohorju

A picturesque clearing near Močnik

Šmartno na Pohorju is one of highest lying
villages (800m) in the Pohorje mountain range.
In its cemetery stands the parish Church of Saint
Martin from the early 13th century with some
of the oldest Romanesque frescos in Slovenia
(early 13th century). A fresco from the 16th century, depicting the Last Judgement, is the only
remnant of the formerly Renaissance-styled
church. The Romanesque wall paintings were
discovered during the restoration in 2000, which
makes the Church of Saint Martin in Šmartno
na Pohorju the most important Romanesque
monument in Slovenia. The frescos are considered extremely rare both in Slovenia and Central
Europe. The image of Saint Martin from the
Early Gothic period is located on the eastern

wall. The church also includes the depiction of
the bishop Saint Nicholas. Such a layout is certainly not coincidental, since both bishops were
great benefactors of the poor.

Part of the frescoes in the Church of Saint Martin

Church of Saint Martin featuring a high tower

From Šmartno, the route leads back to the
junction after a few metres and turns left at a
nearby chapel. Then, it descends into the Devina
river valley which is crossed slightly higher up
this time. Through a collection of Ošelj hamlets, the trail reaches an asphalt road, crosses
it and continues straight past a farm. Then it
passes a pond to the junction of asphalt roads
and descends into the Bistrica river valley. From
the meadow in the valley, a cart track leads west.
Next, the trail crosses the bridge over the Bistrica

river and turns right at the other side. The route
continues along the edge of a field and turns
left at a junction and then follows a road running uphill across the meadow between the two
buildings of the Močnik mountain farm. Running
through a forest of tall spruces, it continues on
an ascending tourist path, crosses the gorges
and passes an occasional spring. On the right,
one can see green alpine meadows below the
Jesenek farms and the trail finally reaches a road
winding along the hillside. After crossing the
road, the trail follows a footpath ascending on
the right side into a spruce forest and making
a sharp left turn towards a raised, enchantingly
beautiful path which ascends to the Church of
the holy Three Kings. The church is situated in
the southern part of Pohorje, on the south-eastern slope of the Veliki vrh peak (1344m) at the
altitude of 1200m.

Main church nave - Church of the holy Three Kings

highlighted by pillars separating the three naves
each built in the same size. The Baroque main
altar depicts the image of adoration of the Three
Kings, while the side altars display the image of
Saint Alexius and Saint Barbara. Near the church,
a road leads to a hotel.
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View of Boč from the hilltop

Southwest from the church, the route descend
a steep slope covered with spruce forest to reach
a sharp turn of a winding road. Then it turns
south and follows the mountain crest descending between the valleys of the Oplotnica river and
Čadramski potok creek. An asphalt road turns
left (a cross), and at the edge of a spruce forest
crosses a bend. From there, it runs down the
road again − a landscape opens up first on the
left and then on the right side. Leading through
a forest, the trail reaches a macadam road. Next

The Church of the Holy Three Kings, which
was built in the 16th century in the Gothic style,
is an unusually bulky building. The “bulkiness” is

Picturesque Alpine landscape opening at the west

Church of the Three Kings

to the houses on the route (Strnad), the pilgrims
can stop and admire the beautiful landscape of

Pohorje and its picturesque ridges, forests, fields
and houses. After a nice path through a spruce
forest, the route again reaches the asphalt road
where it turns to a beautiful pass overgrown with
grass. A nice view over the forested Oplotnica
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Remains of the western tower of Zajc Castle
The route view of the Church of Saint Margaret

gorge open at the northwest. The road turns left
again, a footpath among beautiful tall trees leads
uphill to the ruins of the Zajc Castle (813m, a
rest stop). The path though the Zajc Castle
runs downhill to the forest edge and a mountain meadow offers an excellent view over the
surrounding area.

standing on a forested mountain range. Passing
a cross and leaving panoramic meadows with
groves, the route descends though a hollow of
spruce trees to the Lačna gora hill (602m) and
the Church of Saint Hermagor hidden in the
shade of linden trees.

Crossing a field path (a cross), the trail turns
left towards the Church of Saint Margaret in the
nearby Kebelj settlement.
The Gothic tower of the church which is dedicated to Saint Margaret of Antioch was built
in the late 14th century. In the late 17th century,
the original nave was replaced by a new one.
(Southeast from the church, one can see the
ruins of a rectangular residential tower at the
Zbeg Castle dating from the 15th century.)
A view opens up at a clean grassy ridge onto
the road bypassing the ridge and running away
towards west. However, the trail turns left and
soon follows the mountain crest. On the southwest, one can see the Church of Saint Martin

View opening at the southwest, hills above the valley
of Savnijska dolina in the distance

A single-nave, originally Gothic and later
Baroque Church of Saint Hermagor and
Fortunato) was named after Saint Mohor, known
as Saint Hermagor, who died around 305 as a
martyr in the then Singidunum, today’s Belgrade.
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Church of Saint John the Baptist

Church of Saint Hermagor at Lačna gora

The trail descends down a path and briefly
leaves it to cross two bends of a macadam road
winding downhill from the church only to return
to the path where one can enjoy a wonderful
scenic view.
Descending to a road, the route turns left
where it offers a lovely view from the meadows
and gardens stretching along a winding path and
finally reaches Oplotnica (a chapel, a short turn
to the left towards the Church of Saint John the
Baptist built around 1890 in the Neo-Gothic
style) where it turns right at the centre of the settlement (a guesthouse). A footpath in the park

The path towards Oplotnica offering view
of Brinjeva gora

leads to a bridge over the Oplotnica creek where
the route turns left and then right in order to
exit the settlement along a road heading west.
The trail passes gardens, houses and crosses and
reaches the Gorica hills. Among the meadows
(a chapel), the it the Gračanica creek where an
ascending macadam road turns left into a mixed
forest and leads to the foot of the Brinjeva gora
hill. The route turns left at the first junction (a
wayside shrine) and then right at the next one
(under a quarry-rock), following a wavy route
uphill to a forest footpath turning that leads
uphill to the Brinjeva gora hill. The ascent is
rather steep. From a beech forest along the slope,
one can see the Veliki vrh hill. From there, the
trail follows a path uphill to the Vzhodni vrh hill
(607m) and its Church of Saint Agnes.

The southwest view of the Church of Saint Barbara
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View from the Gorica Hill

Church of the Holy Mother of God

The Church of Saint Agnes was built in the
Baroque style between 1723 and 1732. The dome
on the bell tower is reminiscent of the Gothic
style. Besides Saint Agnes, the church was dedicated to Saint Sebastian and Saint Fabian, who
are both depicted at the main altar.

Holy Mother of God located in the midst of an
oak forest.
The construction of the Church of the Holy
Mother of God started in 1769. The presbytery
was completed in that year, while the nave was
not built until 1830.
In a beech forest, the route descends the
Brinjeva gora hill, passes a cross and continues
west down the road. At a nearby road turning, it
heads north (a guesthouse), then turns (a cross)
left and reaches a hillside adorned by the Church
of Saint Martin. At a junction in Zlakova, it takes
a sharp turn left towards southwest and runs
along the northern grassy slope of the hill from
where the Church of Saint Martin (586m) is just
a short turn away.
The construction of the Church of Saint
Martin on a grassy hilltop next to linden trees

Church of Saint Agnes

The route continues along the ridge across a
narrow pass and passes two chapels on the adjacent hill (631m), leading to the Church of the

Church of Saint Martin on top of a hillock
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was presumably started by the Carthusian friars
from Žiče in the 14th century. One of their wine
cellars was located nearby. The entrance built
in the Late-Gothic style is found at the eastern
side of the church nave. The main altar from

1709 is dedicated to the bishop Saint Martin of
Tours, who is depicted with a goose standing next
to him, while the Apostle James the Lesser is
depicted at his right and the apostle Phillip at
his left side.

The church tower

Church of Saint Egidius
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When one looks around from the church hill,
they can see the south side of the Pohorje mountain range and the Church of Saint Cunigunde at
the north, while the top of Boč hill rises on the
southeast, providing background for bell towers on the Brinjeva gora hill.
West of the church, the route starts descending down a field path which follows the edges
scattered with groves. Crossing a macadam road,
a forest path leads from the valley of Zreče to
the upper edge of a rising meadow. There, it
bypasses the meadow and follows the winding
route from the city to reach a footpath leading to
the upper end of the street among houses on the
slope which leads down into the town of Zreče.

Turning left, the trail runs past some industrial buildings (Tovarniška cesta road), turns
right and crosses a bridge over the Dravinja river,
finally reaching the centre of Zreče, the Church
of Saint Florian. Once the trail crosses the main
street, it reaches a swimming pool complex and
hotels in the southern part of the town.
The Church of Saint Egidius in Zreče was
built in the 14th century and extended by adding side chapels to the building in the 18th and
19th centuries. A young town in the valley of the
Dravinja river is renowned for its spa resort and
clean air.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Information about the route, sights and hiking certificates
is available at: : www.viasanctimartini.eu
HUNGARY
92

EUROPEAN CULTURAL CENTRE
SAINT MARTIN DE TOURS
E: info@viasanctimartini.eu
www.viasanctimartini.eu
Szombathely
Tourinform:
Király u. 1/a
T: +36 94 317 269
94 514 451
www.szombathely.hu

Ják
Tourist pavillion:
Templom tér
T: +36 94 356 217
www.jak.hu

Zalalövő
Lapidarium
Villa Publica
Kossuth u. 3
T: +36 92 372 692
www.zalalovo.hu

Saint Martin
Visitors Centre:
Szent Márton u. 40
T: +36 94 505 570

Körmend
Tourinform:
Dr. Batthyány-Strattmann
László u. 5
T: +36 94 410 107
www.kormend.hu

Őrség national
park management
941 Őriszentpéter,
Siskaszer 26/a
T: +36 94 548 036
onp.nemzetipark.gov.hu

Martineum –
Community college:
Karmelita u. 1
T: +36 94 514 355
94 514 340
www.martineum.hu

Dr. Battyány-Strattmann
Museum:
Vár
T: +36 94 410 425

SLOVENIA
CULTURAL CENTRE
SAINT MARTIN DE TOURS SLOVENIA
Janeza Pavla II 13, 1000 Ljubljana
www.svetimartintourski.si
Kobilje
Kobilje Municipality
Kobilje 56
9227 Kobilje
T: +386 2 579 92 20
www.kobilje.si

DOBROVNIK
Tourist Information Centre
Dobrovnik 297
9223 Dobrovnik - Dobronak
T: +386 2 577 68 88
www.dobrovnik.si
www.bukovniskojezero.si

Moravske Toplice
Tourist Information Centre
Kranjčeva 3
9226 Moravske Toplice
T: +386 2 538 15 20
www.moravske-toplice.com

Murska Sobota
Tourist Information Centre
Zvezna 10
9000 Murska Sobota
T: +386 2 534 11 30
www.zkts-ms.si

Radenci
Tourist Information Centre
Radgonska cesta 27
9252 Radenci
T: +386 2 565 10 48
www.ztsradenci.si

SVETA TROJICA V
SLOVENSKIH GORICAH

MARIBOR
Tourist Information Centre
Partizanska 6a
2000 Maribor
T: +386 2 234 66 11
www.maribor-pohorje.si

PTUJ
Tourist Information Centre
Slovenski trg 5
2250 Ptuj
T: +386 2 779 60 11
www.ptuj.info

SLOVENSKA BISTRICA
Tourist Information Centre
Trg svobode 17
2310 Slovenska Bistrica
T: +386 2 843 08 10
www.tic-sb.si

Sveta Trojica v Slovenskih
goricah Municipality
Mariborska cesta 1
2235 Sveta Trojica
v Slovenskih goricah
T: +386 2 729 50 20
www.sv-trojica.si
HAJDINA
Tourism association
Mitra Hajdina
Draženci 99
2288 Hajdina
T: +386 40 298 878
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USEFUL INFORMATION
HUNGARY
Railway Passenger Information:
94

www.elvira.hu
Coach/bus line Information:
ujmenetrend.cdata.hu/uj_menetrend/
volan/index.php
Traffic Information:
T: +36 1 3451800
www.autoklub.hu
Roadside Assistance:
T: +188
Toll:
www.autopalyamatrica.ws
Tourist Information:
www.itthon.hu

National and Religious Holidays:
1st January (New Year)
15th March (Anniversary of the Revolution
and Fight for Freedom 1848-1849)
Easter Monday
1th May (May Day Holiday)
Pentercost Monday
20th August (St. Stephen Day)
23rd October (Anniversary of
the 1956 Revolution)
1th November (All Saints Day)
25th − 26th December (Christmas)
Emergency telephone numbers:
Police: 107
Fire brigade: 105
Ambulance: 104
Embassy:
Embassy of the Republic
of Slovenia in Budapest:
1025 Cseppkő u. 68
T/F: +36 1 4385600

SLOVENIA
Railway Passenger Information:
www.slo-zeleznice.si
Coach/bus line Information:
www.ap-ljubljana.si
Traffic Information:
Tel.: ++386 1 5305300
www.amzs.si
Roadside Assistance:
Tel.: +1987
Toll:
www.dars.si
Tourist Information:
www.slovenia.info

National and Religious Holidays:
1st January (New Year)
8th February (Prešeren Day,
the Slovenian Cultural Holiday)
Easter Monday
27th April (Day of Uprising
Against Occupation)
1st and 2nd May (May Day Holiday)
Pentercost Monday
25th June (Statehood Day)
15th August (Assumption Day)
31th October (Reformation Day)
1th November (All Saints Day)
25th December (Christmas)
26th December (Independence and
Unity Day)
Emergency telephone numbers:
Police: 113
Fire brigade: 112
Ambulance: 112
Embassy:
Embassy of the Republic
of Hungary in Ljubljana:
Ulica Konrada Babnika 5, 1000 Ljubljana
T: +386 1 5121882
F: +386 1 5121878
Travelling:
Slovenian Tourist Organisation
Dimičeva 13, 1000 Ljubljana
T: +386 1 589 85 50
www.slovenia.info
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DICTIONARY & USEFUL PHRASES
HUNGARIAN & SLOVENIAN LETTERS AND PRONUNCIATION
č = cs= (mu)ch

|

š = s = (pu)sh |

ž = zs= plea(su)re or in gara(ge)

En Hu S lo
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Numbers
one egy ena
two kettő d
 va
three h
 árom t ri
four négy štiri
five öt pet
six hat šest
seven hét s edem
eight n
 yolc osem
nine kilenc devet
ten tíz deset
eleven tizenegy e najst
twelve tizenkettő d
 vanajst
thirteen tizenhárom t rinajst
fourteen tizennégy š tirinajst
fifteen t izenöt petnajst
sixteen tizenhat š estnajst
seventeen t izenhét s edemnajst
eighteen tizenyolc osemnajst
nineteen tizenkilenc d
 evetnajst
twenty húsz dvajset
thirty harminc t rideset
ninety kilencven devetdeset
one hundred száz sto
two hundred kétszáz d
 vesto
three hundred e zer t isoč
The Seasons, days, times of the day
Spring tavasz pomlad
Summer nyár poletje
Autumn ősz jesen
Winter tél zima
Year év leto
this year idén letos
last year tavaly lani
next year jövőre naslednje leto
week h
 ét t eden
day nap dan
today ma danes
yesterday t egnap včeraj
tomorrow holnap jutri
the day after tommorow
holnapután pojutrišnjem
Monday h
 étfő p
 onedeljek
Tuesday kedd torek
Wednesday szerda sreda
Thursday c sütörtök četrtek
Friday péntek p
 etek

Saturday szombat sobota
Sunday vasárnap nedelja
in the morning reggel zjutraj
in the eveneing este zvečer
night éjszaka noč
Useful words and expressions
bank bank b
 anka
yes igen da
no nem ne
free admittance ingyenes belépés prost vstop
good jó dober
Please kérem p
 rosim
Thank you köszönöm h
 vala
big nagy velik
Post office posta pošta
old r égi staro
bad r ossz slabo
island s ziget otok
church templom cerkev
market tér trg
lake tó jezero
new új novo
castle vár grad
Excuse me Elnézést O
 prostite
Do you speak...? Beszél...? Govorite...?
I don’t speak... Nem beszélek... Ne govorim …
I don’t understand. Nem
értem ... Ne razumem ...
How do I get to...? Hogy jutok
el...? Kako pridem do...?
Where can I get...? Hol kaphatok...?
Kje lahko dobim...?
Do you have...? Van-e... Imate morda...?
How much does it cost? Mennyibe
kerül? Koliko stane?
Please give me...? Kérem, adjon...
Dajte mi prosim ...
Where is...? Hol vannak…? Kje je…?
What time is it? Hány óra van? K
 oliko je ura?
Good morning! Jó reggelt Dobro jutro
Hello. Jó napot D
 ober dan
Good evening! Jó estét Dober večer
Good night! Jó éjszakát Lahko noč

Goodbye! Viszontlátásra Nasvidenje
Where is the toilet? Hol van a
mellékhelyiség? Kje je stranišče?
Women Hölgyek Ženske
Men Urak Moški

red wine vörösbor rdeče vino
fruit juice gyümölcslé sadni sok
mineral water ásványvíz mineralna voda
I would like something to eat/drink Szeretnék
valamit enni/inni Rad bi nekaj pojedel/popil
Check, please. Kérem a számlát Račun, prosim

On the border
customs officer vámos carinik
passport útlevél potni list
suitcase b őrönd kovček

Accomodation
key kulcs ključ
rooms s zoba sobe
bed ágy postelja
Please give me an en-suite room. Szeretnék egy
fürdőszobás szobát. Prosim sobo s kopalnico.
How much does a room cost? Menyibe
kerül a szoba? Koliko je cena sobe?
Is breakfast included in the
price? Tartalmazza a reggelit az
ár? Je zajtrk vštet v ceno?
cold water hideg víz m
 rzla voda
warm water meleg víz topla voda

By car
gas/service station benzinkút
bencinska črpalka
right bal desno
left jobb levo
straight egyenesen n
 aravnost
North észak sever
South d
 él jug
East kelet vzhod
West nyugat z ahod
repair j avítás popravilo
brake fék zavora
refrigerator hűtő hladilnik
bicycle kerék k olo
In the restaurant
breakfast reggeli zajtrk
dinner ebéd kosilo
supper vacsora večerja
menu étlap jedilnik
order r endelni n
 aročiti
cold dish h
 ideg étel h
 ladna jed
warm dish meleg étel topla jed
soup leves juha
meat dish h
 úsétel mesna jed
side dish k öret p
 riloga
pastry s ütemények p
 ecivo
pork disznóhús svinjina
lamb b árány jagnje
beef marha g ovedina
chicken csirke p
 iščanec
liver máj jetra
egg t ojás jajce
bread kenyér k ruh
grilled roston na žaru
rusk bread pirítós prepečenec
mixed salad vegyes saláta mešana solata

Transportation
bus station a utóbusz-állomás avtobusna postaja
airport repülőtér letališče
railway station vasútállomás železniška postaja
entrance bejárat vhod
exit kijárat izhod
open nyitva odprto
closed zárva zaprto
Health
ill b eteg bolan
it hurts f áj boli
headache f ejfájás g lavobol
toothache fogfájás z obobol
pharmacy gyógyszertár lekarna
hospital kórház b
 olnišnica
fever láz vročina
ambulance mentőautó rešilec
doctor o rvos zdravnik
patch s ebtapasz obliž
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